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HE present is always the preferred time for sow- 

ing the seed of success. The advertising col- 
umns of The Sunday School Times offer you a choice 
and fertile field in which to promote a publicity of 


your product that will bring a harvest in increased 
sales. 
Lodestone 
By Mrs. S. R. Graham Clark 


CANNOT walk my path alone, 
Some one will follow me ; 

So, when I walk with Christ, my Lord, 
The company is three. 

And thus unconsciously, unsought, 
A blessing I bestow, 

For none can walk beside the Christ 
With heart unchanged, I know. 





























The Secret of Joy , 


How may we have joy in our lives? Every one 
wants it; few have it. The story has been told of 
a great king who had a little son whom he almost 
worshiped. The boy had everything he desired, but 
his face. was always disfigured by a scowl of dis- 
content. One day. a great magician came to the palace 
and told the king he could make his son happy and 
turn his scowls into smiles. “If you can do this,” 
said the king, “I will give you whatever you desire.” 
The magician took the boy into a private chamber 
and wrote something with a white substance on a piece 
of paper. He gave the paper to the boy and told him 
to go into a darkened room and hold a lighted candle 
under it, and see what would happen. Then the magi- 
cian went away. The young boy did as he was in- 
structed, and the white letters, illuminated by the 
light from beneath, turned into a beautiful blue and 
formed the words, “Do a kindness-to some one each 
day.” The story tells us that the prince followed 
the magician’s advice and soon became the happiest 
boy in his father’s kingdom. 

it is a pretty story, but its lesson, plausible though 
it seems, is not true. It is a popular and widesp: 
deception, for which the great adversary of Christ 
and men is responsible, that our good works are the 
secret of joy. This is impossible; it is contrary to 
God’s Word. Joy is a part of our salvation; only the 
saved can know the meaning of joy; and good works 
cannot contribute in any way to our salvation. Not 
only is it impossible for the unsaved person to have 
true joy in any good works he may do; but even in 
the life of the Christian good works‘are not the cause 
or secret of joy. The Scriptures definitely warn us 
against this mistake, and tell us the true secret. 

When the Lord’s own disciples came back from a 
special mission, after having been supernaturally em- 
powered by him to do great and good works of heal- 
ing and deliverance in his name, and they “returned 
again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are sub- 
ject unto us through thy name,” the Lord spoke a 
start'ing but-needed word. He reiterated his com- 


mission to them and the great power he was entrust- 
ing to them, and then said: “Notwithstanding in this 
rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but 
rather rejoice, because your names are written in 
heaven” (Luke 10:20). In other words, our Lord 
showed that the secret of joy is not what we can do 
for others, but what God has done for us. Nowhere 
in the Scriptures are men told to rejoice in or because 
of their good works. Everywhere we are told to re- 
joice in the Lord. The cynical writer of Ecclesiastes, 
who sets down by inspiration the best that the natural 
man can know, which falls hopelessly short of the 
best that God has for us, writes: “Wherefore I per- 
ceive that there is nothing better, than that a man 
should rejoice in his own works” (Eccles. 3:22). 
That is the sum of the natural man’s poverty-stricken 
and hopeless wisdom, Christ and the Holy Spirit 
tell us what is better. “My brethren, rejoice in the 
Lord” (Phil, 3:1). “Rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God” (Rom. 5:2). “Rejoice in the Lord alway: 
and again I say, Rejoice’ (Phil. 4:4). “In whom 
[Christ], though now ye see him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1 
Pet. 1:8). Those who have the perfect and only 
secret of joy, Christ in his fullness in their lives, will 
also be full of good works; joy will produce good 
works; but only the Holy Spirit can produce joy, which 
is not the fruit of good works, but “the fruit of the 
Spirit is .. . joy.” 
a“ 


Why We Should Hope 


When a- child of God has sadly backslidden, may 
we still be hopeful? Our. hearts say yes; but on what 
are- we to base our hope? People were discussing a 
certain Christian man whose attitude and actions were 
distressing his Christian friends. Much prayer was 
being offered for him, and some one said they ought 
to expect his full return to his former faith, because 
of the well-known character of the man and his splendid 
record hitherto. But that is an uncertain foundation 
indeed, upon which to build our hopes of anyone. 
Another Christian friend saw more truly when he said 
of the same man: “Let us pray that his eyes may be 
opened to see his mistake, and, forsaking the dangerous 


company he has been keeping, come back to full alle- 
giance to the Gospel. I cannot but be hopeful about 
him, because of the Lord’s mercy and faithfulness.” 
That is the sure foundation for our hope: not the good 
record of the Christian, but.the good record of Christ! 
Our character, our faithfulness, are slender reeds to 
build upon. The character of God, his mercy and 
faithfulness, are the Rock of Ages. Not because of 
the believer’s récord, but because of Him whom he has 
believed, we may say with unfailing assurance : “Though 
he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord 
upholdeth him with his hand” (Psa, 37: 24). 


x 
Who Are the Atheists ? 


God’s Word recognizes only two classes, Chris- 
tians and atheists. Despite the spread of atheism, 
there are perhaps comparatively few today, even among 
those who have not openly accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who would care to be known as atheists, But 
Paul, writing to the Ephesian Christians, says : ““Where- 
fore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in 
the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which 
is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
that at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and’ strangers from 
the covenant of promise, having.no~hope, and without 
God [atheoi] in the world: but now in-Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ” (Eph. 2: 11-13). The Greek word 
translated “without God” is “athcos,” from which we 
get our word “atheist.” . That their meanings are the 
same is evidenced by the names flaunted. by some of the 
modern atheist organizations, such as “The Society of 
the Godless,” “The. Circle of the Godless,” “The Legion 
of the Damned,” “The Devil’s Angels,” and the like. 
It should be a sobering thought.to -those who have not 
yet accepted the Lord Jesus as their personal Saviour 
to realize that they are taking their place with those 
who deny and blaspheme God. .To them the words of 
the Lord Jesus should come with fresh significance, 
“He that is not with me is. against me” (Matt. 12: 30). 
But, praise God, those who are trusting in the shed 
blood of Christ are not without God, but are hid 
with Christ in God, of the very “household of God.” 


Work and Worship 


RK is defined as activity, directed to the 
fulfillment of purpose. Worship is really 
“worthyship,” the “shape” or condition of being 

worthy. It is still used in this way as a title of re- 
spect. Then, in a secondary sense, it comes to mean 
the attitude of mind that ascribes such worth to others, 
and especially to God 

Man is a duality. He consists of a material and a 
non-material part. The non-material is itself further 
revealed to us in Scripture as a kind of duality, so 
that man is really a trinity. Man was made in the 
image of God. He is, therefore, capable both of work 
and of worship. His work is activity directed to pre- 
determined needs, just as. God’s activities are. His 
worship is the recognition of the fact that-God is, and 
that God is a person who is both able and willing to 
enter into relationships with himself. 

en God created man he “put him into the gar- 

den of Eden to dress it and to keep it” (Gen. 2:15). 
The word translated “dress” implies work of all kinds, 
both mental -and physical. The word translated “keep” 
means to guard, protect, defend. God is the great 
worker. “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work” 
was our Lord’s declaration (John 5:17). And, in his 
original state, man, God’s child, was intended to share 
in his Father’s work. It is noteworthy that God, in 
nature, has giver. man everything that he needs. - But 
in every case God has left man to do something to 
perfect that which is given him. God created the 
fruit trees, but man must prune and graft and culti- 
vate.. God created the grasses, but man must select 
and develop the cereals. God made the animals, but 
man must domesticate and breed and train:. God 
made the chemical. elements, but man must learn to 
separate. and recombine them. And so on. 








In all these ways God would have man to learn to 
enter into his purposes- and then to co-operate with 
him. It is all very like the way a human father trusts 
his boy. It is for the lad’s own good, for his train- 
ing and education. It is also for the father’s enjoy- 
ment. So we may reverently say that God finds joy 
in leading and enabling :nan to penetrate into the great 
workshop of nature. 

Both work and worship, then, rightly understood, 
are forms of relationship with God. As such, both 
are necessary to man’s completeness. And the ultimate 
promise of God to man is that his servants shall “serve 
him: and they skall see his face; and his name shall 
be in their foreheads” (Rev. 22: 3, 4). - 

But work and worship are not merely glorious prom- 
ises of an unrealized futute. They are also the laws 


‘of the present. “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 


God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Matt. 4: 10). “If 
any would not work, neither should he eat” (2 Thess. 
3:10). These are part of God’s laws. And the reign 
of law is absolute. That is one of the great discov- 
eries of modern philosophy. - You cannot permanently 
dodge law. You may evade it for a time. But sooner ~ 
or later the broken law will make its own claim 
upon your soul and no man may forever escape. If 
a man will not work, unless he can get some one else 
to work for him, he must starve sooner or later. If 
any man will not worship,—and here he can get no 
one to do it for him, —then his soul must starve. 
Knowing the necessity of both these activities for 
normal manhood, the Devil, who is “a murderer from 
the beginning” (John 8: 44), is always trying to hin- 
der man from one or both of them. When he cannot 
stop a man from both, he endeavors to persuade him 
that,, at any rate, he cannot possibly accomplish the 
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two. So men make the excuse that they are too busy 
to have time for the worship of God. That is the 
prevailing cry of today. Though men have, on the 
whole, more leisure than ever before, yet they cannot 
possibly endure the irksomeness of keeping God’s day, 
for example. They are too busy to worship. In 
medievalism, and that recrudescence of it that we are 
witnessing today, it was the other way about. Men 
were told, then, as we are being told again today, that 
the only truly religious life is the one that is cloistered 
and sequestered from the common activities of the 
workaday world. “The religious’ ‘is a technical term 
that is again coming into wide use to signify people 
who are immured in monasteries or convents. 

In opposition to such falsity of doctrine, it needs to 
be stated most emphatically that work and worship are 
not really incompatible, and that both are necessary 
for the normal, healthy development of- any human 
_being. We need to get out a new synthesis of life that 
shali find place for both. In this connection it is to be 
observed that even some Christians seem to think 
their Christian work may take precedence of their 
ordinary everyday duties. So we get the sorry spec- 
tacle of people who are foremost in the prayer-meet- 
mg but whose work is scamped and unconscientious. 
= could be more dishonoring to the Lord than 
this, 

How shall we avoid the Scylla of prayerlessness, on 
the one hand, and the Charybdis of laziness on the 
other? First of all, let it be emphasized that the 
Lord has set apart one day in seven to be specifically 
occupied in his worship. “The sabbath was made for 
man” (Mark 2:27). And if man fails to observe 
one day for worship in seven he does his own soul a 
great wrong, and the souls of others a greater. The 
one day’s worship will help man, through the other six, 
tc do better work and, at the same time, to have more 
continuous worship. 
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_ Then, further, the work of the other six days is, 
in itself, to be an expression of the man’s worship here. 
Good work will not be a substitute for the worship, 
praise, and learning that man can get only in the house 
of God. But it can be, in its way, an expression of the 
worship that he has learned to offer in the sanctuary. 
“Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jeus, giving thanks unto God and the 
Father by him” (Col. 3:17). 

So whether it is cooking a dinner, or building a ship, 
or digging a garden, or preaching a sermon, the 
Christian’s life will be one glad uninterrupted round 
of worship of his heavenly Father, until at last it finds 
its culmination in Heaven itself, in a service inter- 
rupted by no weariness and stained by no sin. 


Fill Thou my life, O Lord my God, 
In every part with praise, 

That my whole being may proclaim 
Thy being and Thy ways. 


Not for the lip of praise alone, 
Nor e’en the praising heart, 

I ask, but for a life-made up 
Of praise in every part. 


Praise in the common wors I speak, 
Life’s common looks and tones, 

In intercourse at hearth or board 
With my beloved ones. 


Not in the temple courts alone 
Where holy voices chime; 
But in the silent paths of earth 

The quiet rooms of time. 


So shall no part of day or night 
From scaredness be free: 
But all my life, in every step, 
Be fellowship with Thee. 
—H. Bonar. 





A Letter to Henry Judd Gray, 
and His Reply 


Many Christian people have undoubtedly thought 
and prayed much, in recent months, about the prin- 
cipals in a tragic murder that has been set forth in 
the newspapers, the result of the trial being that Mrs. 
Snyder and Henry Judd Gray were both convicted 


and sentenced to death. The newspaper reports of 
Gray’s attitude, after the trial, have indicated an un- 
usual aspect of repentance and humility on his part. 
He is quoted as having said that he had not wished 
to implicate Mrs. Snyder or bring about her punish- 
ment, but that his overburdened conscience had driven 
him to tell the truth. And again: “I think it was a 
just verdict. If I had been sitting on a jury under 
similar circumstances and the same evidence had been 
presented to me I would have been forced to vote for 
the same verdict... . I have received the forgiveness 
of my wife and mother and close friends. That takes 
a great weight from my mind. I feel much better 
since I told the truth.” The papers have also reported 
that his mother gave him the book, “When the Days 
Seem Dark,” by Philip E. Howard of The Sunday 
School Ti.nes. 

Meantime a Christian business man of Philadelphia, 
Samuel R. Boggs, former National President of The 
Gideons, the well-known Christian traveling men’s 
organization that places Bibles in hotels, was led to 
write a personal appeal to the condemned man. The 
Sunday School Times has permission to publish his 
letter, with Mr. Gray’s reply. This is done that God’s 
people may know of the evident working of the Holy 
Spirit here, and that much prayer may be offered 
both for Mr. Gray and for Mrs. Snyder. Mr. Boggs’ 
letter is as follows: 


Mr. Henry Jupp Gray 
Ossining, N. Y. 


Dear Mr, Gray: I trust you will pardon my writ- 
ing; we desire to assure you of our prayers. 

We are glad you told the truth and made your 
peace with God. If current reports are correct, you 
have accepted Christ as your Saviour; we trust this 
is so. 

We have the promise in Romans, chapter 10, verses 
9 and 10: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness ; 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

The supreme blessing in life, Mr. Gray, is to know 
Jesus Christ as your own personal Saviour. He came 
to save us from our sins. The cross is the divine 
point of contact between God and man. It was be- 


cause of the cross that God came from Heaven to 
earth and tabernacled with men; it is by way of the 
cross that men go from earth to Heaven to tabernacle 
with God. There is no other way,—the way of the 
cross leads Home. 








God requires two things of us: 

First, that we confess our sins. 

Second, that we confess Christ as our Saviour. 

That’s all we can do; we cannot save ourselves; our 
confession is our extremity, and ‘“Man’s extremity is 
God’s opportunity.” When we confess and believe, 
God has covenanted to save us. 

The picture of God’s plan of salvation for the 
human race is vividly portrayed as you look (by the 
eyes of faith) on Calvary. There we see three crosses, 
and these tell the story of God’s redeeming love. 

The cross of the impenitent man teaches the tragedy 
of sin. It shows what blindness sin casts over the soul. 
There is spiritual perception, but the soul of this poor 
man was so blinded by sin that he failed to recognize 
Christ hanging by his side, — he who could and would 
have saved him had he confessed. But instead he 
blasphemed: “If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.” 

The cross of Christ teaches God’s atonement for sin, 
and the particular truth about the cross of Christ, Mr. 
Gray, is this: that we need that atonement for sin, and 
the only way salvation can be secured is through the 
cross of Christ. 

When we look at the cross of Christ we see “God 
... in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” 

At the cross the fountain was opened for all un- 
cleanness. “The blood of:Jesus Christ his [God's] 
Son cleanseth us from-all sin’ (1 John 1:7). The 
shed blood not only cleanses from sin but justifies the 
sinner in the sight of God. 

The question often comes to one’s mind, How can 
a sinner be justified in the presence of a righteous 
God, ‘one who will not permit sin to dwell in his 
presence? The answer is the cross. 

In Isaiah 1:18 we read, “Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;.though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” It is 
impossible to illustrate fully spiritual truth in a mate- 
rial way, but through the eye of the material one 
can get a glimpse of spiritual power, for illustration: 
If you look at a red article through a piece of red 
glass (like Bohemian or Belgium glass), glass that is 
ground red, the article you look at is white. It is a 
fact that when we look at red through red, that which 
is red looks white. Why, we do not know, any more 
than how two and two make four, but it does. 

The spiritual value of this illustration is in this 
fact: When God looks at our sins through the shed 
blood of Christ, they are as white. When God looks 
at you and me in Christ Jesus, he doesn’t see a sinner, 
he sees a saint. There is no sin in Christ, and in Christ 
Jesus we are born again, we are new creatures — 
old things have passed away and all things have be- 
come new, and that’s the way we are justified in the 
sight of God. 

It is interesting to note the truth depicted by the 
cross of the penitent man that teaches me how this 
salvation is to be mine. As you read the account of 
the crucifixion in Luke 23, you see this man had spir- 
itual perception. He hung by the side ef Christ and 
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heard him. pray . for these. Pharisees, Sadducees, 
priests, Levites, and seidiers, who railed on him, cry- 
ing in blasphemy, “He saved others; himself he cannot 
save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe him.” In 
the midst of all that He prayed, “Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do.” 

This penitent man realized that here was his Sav- 
iour when he rebuked his partner: “Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 
And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward 
of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.” 
Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” And Jesus said to him, 
“Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise.” 

The penitent man confessed himself a sinner and 
Christ his Saviour, and he was saved. It was a won- 
derful day for him: in the morning he was condemned; 
in the evening he was saved. In the morning the 
earthly judge said, “Thou shalt surely die”; in the 
evening the heavenly Judge said, “Enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.” In the morning he heard the rabbfe 


around his door; in the evening he heard the angels 


sing. In the morning he was led to Calvary; in the 
evening he walked the streets of the new Jerusalem 
with his Lord. 

This is the purpose God had when Christ came into 
the world to give himself a ransom for you and me; 
that through his death and resurrection he made pos- 
sible to us eternal life, “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have ever asting 
life’ (John 3:16). So, my friend, let us cast ail our 
cares upon him; for he careth for you and me (1 Pet. 
5:7). 

We are sending under another cover alittle Pocket 
Testament. We read it every day; it is the real foun- 
tain of life; it brings joy and comfort to the soul. 

We are praying that your faith fail not. 

Yours very sincerely, 
SAMUEL R, Boces. 


P. S. The writer is a national officer of the Gideons. 
You have seen our Bibles in hotels frequently. 


To this letter Mr. Gray wrote a reply that will be 
read with thanksgiving by many. Mr. Boggs and 
the Times feel sure that he would gladly have it 
published, in the hope that it' may reach others with 
the same Gospel that is his present and eternal joy 
and salvation. 


354 Hunter Street 
Ossining, N. Y. 
Mr. SAMuEL R. Boces 
Ontario & I Sts. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Boggs: Your beautiful explanatory letter, 
together with the Pocket Testament, reached me safely 
and you have my heartfelt thanks for both, as your 
kind thought is indeed appreciated. Yes, I know the 
Gideon Association well, as many idle hours on the 
road have been made the more pleasant by your great 
work. EF also have a stanch old friend: who has been 
a real solace to me throughout this sad calamity, Mil- 
ton Dodd of Newark, N. J., who is connected with the 
same organization, so I feel I am talking to an old 
friend, through the good he has done me, Mr. Boggs. 

Yes, I have accepted God’s opportunity to the ut- 
most in accepting Christ as my Saviour, Mr. Boggs, 
and in doing so the peace and security that have been 
mine are beyond my humble, penitent soul’s under- 
standing. One can only praise, and pray that every 
man may confess his sins and be saved through Jesus 
as I was—for I don’t think I could sin again, Mr. 
Boggs, with God’s. help, regardless of the temptation. 
I do not mean that as bragging, that’s just the secur- 
ity and faith I feel, for I couldn't simply abuse the 
truth and trust that are in my heart. It was so little 
that J did — but so much that He did. : 

It makes me feel so humble and lowly to think that, 
even steeped in sin—so to speak —as I was, we can 
be saved by all the suffering that Jesus bore on the 
cross, and that his precious bloodshed cleanses us from 
sin and justifies us in God’s sight. Even what I have 
been through, or have still te go through, seems such 
a small price to pay compared with what He paid for 
us, does it not? : ’ 

I am not unhappy here, though it is hard at times 
when I think of my poor little family, so torn by this 
terrible misdeed. But they have forgiven me, God has, 
the world I do not expect to, so death really holds no 
terrors. It will simply mean going Home to await my 
dear ones and to be’ welcomed by my Dad and the 
others who are already there. Every one is very nice 
to me here and I want for nothing. I keep my mind 
occupied by reading, pleasant thinking, and writing, so 
my cell is not uncheerful. 

Well, Mr. Boggs, I'll say goodby. I have appre- 
ciated this little chat very much. I shall never see 
you in this world, but I pray I can thank you for 
your. kindness in the next one. I thank you for your 
prayers, and unless it be God’s will that I live on, I 
would love to hear from you again. 

Very sincerely. yours, 
H. Jupp Grey 
Cc. €. 798or. 
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worst days since the Boxer uprising 








Days of Peril and Deliverance at Nanking 


God’s faithfulness and Chinese Christian loyalty in the 











By George T. B. Davis 











the most tragic and stirring event in connection 

with missiofi work in China since the days of 
the Boxer uprising twenty-seven years ago. 
’ It was probably only the preserving care of “an in- 
visib.e host of .angels,’”’ as one missionary expressed 
it, that prevented a massacre of large proportions. 
The wonderful deliverances of that memorable day 
formed a glorious modern fulfillment of the Forty- 
sixth Psalm: “The Lord of hosts is with us; the 
God of Jacob is our refuge.” 

But there was a human as well as a divine side to 
the stirring escapes of many of the missionaries. The 
loyalty and heroism of Chinese Christians and serv- 
ants and friends, in hiding the foreigners and in help- 
ing them to safety, shines forth like a sparkling jewel 
amid the lust for loot, and the carnage and cruelty of 
the soldiers. 

The tragic events of the day were relieved by a 
number of. humorous episodes. - Just as long ago hor- 
nets were used as divine instruments to help in driv- 

‘ ing out the Amorites, so in Nanking bees were used 
in routing some of the looting troops. Dr. W. E. 
Macklin hid in the bushes in his garden while the 
soldiers were ransacking his home. 

At length some of the men espied some promising 
loot in the garden in the form of lovely white boxes. 
Several of them ran out to be the first winners in the 
fresh prize. One of them beat one of the hives with 
the butt of his musket, another thrust his bayonet 

. through one of them, while a third soldier turned a 
hive over. 

One can easily imagine what followed. It was a 

ringing bugle call to battle. The bees ebeyed the sum- 
mons in double-quick time. They swarmed out to meet 
their unsuspecting opponents. 
-- The soldiers beat a hasty retreat. Then they threw 
away their rifles, and the retreat became a rout. They 
fled in terror. They put their coats over their heads 
to try to get some protection from the fury of their 
two-winged foes. When’ this failed, they rolled on: 
the ground in a final desperate effort to get rid of 
their too persistent pursuers? 


"Tes Nanking affair of March 24 was doubtless 


A Sure-Enough “Foreign Devil’ 

Another comical incident occurred at the hospital of 
Nanking University. Dr. C. S. Trimmer saw the-sol- 
diers enter the compound. He went to the laboratory 
and smeared his face and hands with a chemical, which 
made them fiery red. Then with upraised hands, open 
mouth and staring eyes, he made a rush for the sol- 
diers. They thought that here at last was a sure- 
enough “foreign devil,” and fled in terror. 

At the Friends’ Hospital, however, there was no 
such barrier, and the soldiers went in and began sam- 
pling the various fluids. A party of seven tried a bot- 
tle of ether, and it tasted quite sweet. Fortunately, 
they poured in a lot of water, and then each of them 
had a good drink. They quickly lapsed into uncon- 
sciousness. The people thought they were dead. But 
the next day they all awoke. 

Another party of ten soldiers, in ransacking the 
hospital, found some white powder. They thought it 
was flour. They all partook of it. They; too, be- 
came unconscious, and one of them never awoke. 

The loyalty of the Chinese servants, and of the 
Christians, and even of non-Christian neighbors was 
emphasized by the Rev. W. J. Drummond, one of the 
veteran missionaries of Nanking who has been in 
China more than thirty-five years. In speaking of 
the escape of himself and Miss Mabel L. Lee, he-said: 

“When the soldiers first entered the compound, at 
about 8 A. M., three of our servants came and asked 
that we might have prayer together. Our usual plan is 
to have the reading of the Bible and then one person 
leads in prayer. But this morning we knelt down and 
each one prayed. Before the last one had finished, the 
soldiers were on the veranda seeking admission. 

“When the soldiers first entered the house they 
demanded money. Though they searched me twice, 
they did not find the sixty dollars that was in my 
breast pocket. They took out my pocket Testament 
and searched through it twice. I also had on my 
person deposit receipts of great importance to me, but 
they did not find: them. 

“Later I went to the home of a Chinese neighbor, 
a Christian. Here I hid amid boxes in a garret for 
ten hours. I was praying for this family, for I felt 
sure they were being persecuted by the soldiers. The 
head of the household was in hiding in another place. 
His home was looted, but his life was saved. Time 
after time the soldiers came up into the garret, but 
they did not find me. 

“Miss Mabel Lee, head of the ‘Severance Hall Bible 
Training School, was hidden by the teachers of the 
school for some time. As soon as possible they took 


Was it chance that led Mr. Davis to China last year 
to begin the distribution of one million Testaments 
throughout the length and breadth of the land? 
Those who know China’s great need in these days 
of political and social turmoil and strife realize 
that God sent Mr. Davis to China for just such a 
time as this. A letter from him dated early in May 
says that, thus far, funds have been supplied for 
more than nine hundred thousand Testaments, and 
although most of the missionaries have been com- 
pelled to leave their stations, the work of distribu- 
ting Testaments is going forward through Chinese 
pastors, evangelists, Bible women, and others. 

ill you not continue to pray for the Million 
Testaments to China Campaign and its director? 
Will you not also pray that the revival flames 
that have been kindled during days of. persecu- 
cution may sweep throughout the length and 
breadth of the land, strengthening the Christians 

and leading multitudes into the light ? 








her to a non-Christian home where she was cared for 
and protected until the following morning. They 
treated her royally. Another non-Christian, for whom 
much prayer had been offered, was largely responsible 
for finding that haven of refuge. He also led the 
rescue party to her the next morning.” 

Dr. P. F. Price had been serving for a number of 
years as pastor of the English-speaking church in 
Nanking. He was expecting to have preached his last 
sermon at the. church on March 27, before going on 
furlough. He said: 

“I was intending to preach on ‘The Cross.’ That 
sermon was never preached. During the week the con- 
gregation met their Gethsemane. Before Sunday all 
were scattered, with not one left. The cross will ever 
have a deeper meaning for us all. 

“On Thursday, beginning before eight o’clock and 
lasting until late in the afternoon, a tornado of anarchy 
broke over the foreign residents of the city. 

“The telephone was soon put out of commission. 
In fact, there was little opportunity for one group or 
family or individual to communicate with another. 
Each, faced with hostile soldiers and mobs mad with 
the lust for loot, soon had his own struggle for life 
and for those nearest to him, to say nothing of being 
relieved of watches, overcoats, shoes, money, eye 
glasses, rings, and the like, and witnessing the looting 
of happy homes, the wreck of libraries, even the tear- 
ing out of doors and windows, and the burning of 


‘some of the houses. 


“It. was a day of danger and terrific strain and a 
night of hiding. One lady put on men’s clothes and 
hid-in a bamboo grove all day, and three men hid in 
a cistern all night. Dr. Hutcheson, hunted for heavy 
ransom, was hid in a coal bin, covered with coal- for 
nine hours. Men, women, and children were shot at 
many times, and there were innumerable threats to 
kill, Dr. Williams, killed, and Miss Moffet, shot at 
twice and badly wounded, were the casualties among 
American missionaries. 

“Two French fathers, two Britishers, one. the com- 
munity doctor, and.one Japanese, were killed. How 
all of the survivors were brought through dangers in- 
numerable and finally taken on to ships in harbor on 
Friday makes a marvelous narrative of God’s pro- 
‘te¢ting care.” 


Facing Death Seven Times 


In speaking of his own escape, though several times 
at the point of death, Dr. Price said: 

“I was in the study, and opened the front door when 
they banged on it, and in am incredibly short time our 
house was looted of everything, — even doors and win- 
dows were broken out, and book shelves were pulled 
down. from walls. 

“A young soldier attached himself to me, and did 
not leave me until ordered off by his lieutenant six 
and a half hours later. He tied my hands behind me 
with a cord and searched my pockets, tried to get me 
shut up in a bathroom upstairs, pulled me out into the 
yard, and was about to hack me with his sword when 
-_ faithful servants interfered at the risk of their 
ives. 

“Then a squad of soldiers got hold of me and seemed 
determined to have a public execution right there in 
the seminary grounds. They commanded me to pros- 
trate myself and be shot, and emphasized their com- 
mands with the butts of their guns. I refused to 
kneel. ‘He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in 
seven there~shall no evil touch thee’ is a promise that 
I have. often found true during a period of months or 
years, but never have I found it so literally fulfilled 
‘In one day as it was on March 24: 








“Six or seven times I looked death squarely in the 
face, and as often was, by a series of remarkable in- 
terferences, saved. There came to iy rescue Chris- 
tian friends, many neighbors, one woman—a non- 
Christian neighbor — offering a valued hair ornament 
as a ransom for my life. 

“IT saw many tears shed by Chinese that day, but few 
by missionaries. Though the latter had lost their pos- 
sessions and some were ill and all had suffered, they 
presented a rare example of courage, cheerfulness, and 
thoughtfulness for others, and this continued through 
all the danger and delay of getting out and through 
the inconveniences of the journey to Shanghai.” 

One of the most unique of all the experiences 
through which the Nanking residents, passed was that 
of three missionaries of the American Friends Mission, 
the Revs. Walter R. Williams, C. A. Matti, and C. E. 
De Vol. They spent twenty hours in a cistern. Mr. 
Williams gave me a graphic narrative of their hiding 
in a cistern, which carries one back to the Bible story 
of Jonathan and Ahimaaz hiding in the well in Ba- 
hurim, as recorded in 2 Samuel 17: 18-21. Mr. Wil- 
liams said: ; 

“The Nanking affair of March 24 appears a great 
tragedy, the effects of which are to prove detrimental 
to the progress of the Gospel. Yet, who can be sure 
of this? God is living and is on his throne. The 
wrath of man is often made to praise him. 

“It was a crucial day,.a day of loss —loss of life 
and property—a day of danger and anxiety. Yet, 
looking back to its events, one finds that at every re- 
membrance of the day there comes a song of praise, 
for it is in our deepest experiences that God reveals 
his presence most clearly. 


Refuge in a Carpenter’s Shed 


“It was near the breakfast hour when the National- 
ist soldiers poured into every street and lane, firing 
their rifles at random. News that they were Nation- 
alists, and not the defeated Northern troops, encour- 
aged us to hope that danger of looting of the mission 
premises had passed. But we were soon disillusioned. 
At the point of guns and bayonets we were forced 
to hand over money, watches, pens, and such other 
personal effects as we had with us. After I had given 
my last dollar I was threatened with death unless I 
gave yet more. I replied that whether it was life or 
death I was done, for I had no more money to give. 
Stepping a little nearer to me, the spokesman of the 
band of soldiers said in a somewhat confidential tone, 
‘Well, if you really have no more money, you h 
better hide, for the next soldiers will kill you.’ 

“My companions, Mr. Matti and Mr. De Vol, man- 
aged to keep a part of their money until the third band 
of soldiers had come.. By this time, too, a considerable 
part of our lighter luggage (such as shirt, underwear, 
and the like) had been appropriated by them. Now 
we ‘were without money to give. Evidently the ‘time 
had come for us to hide in a safer place —we had 
been hiding in a small outbuilding, but had been found 
there by the second group of looters. 

“We must be off hurriedly, for the next band of 
soldiers might enter the yard any moment. We were 
soon over the wall surrounding the Friends Mission 
Compound and into the yard of the Bible Teachers 
Training School for Women. We had hurried but a 
short distance up the street in that direction when a 
group of local Chinese signaled for us to get under 
cover, as soldiers were coming. 

“We had no choice but to hurry back into the Bible 
Teachers’ Training School Compound. As we did so, 
there seemed but one possible place to hide. That place 
was a mat-shed at the rear of the premises; a shed used 
by a number of carpenters. who were erecting a new 
dormitory building near by. Our security there would 
depend on the friendliness of the carpenters. And 
God had prepared their hearts. For about four hours 
they concealed us in the loft of this temporary shed, 
covering us with their own bedding. As band after 
band of soldiers came, searching for us, they some- 
how managed to turn them away, although one word 
or one look would have betrayed our presence. 

“As we lay there in the loft, not daring to move 
much of the time, with bullets whizzing around and 
above us, and only a thin sheet of matting between us 
and them, we could hear the conversations of the 
soldiers. One group sat down to rest a bit on the car- 
penters’ benches. They decided how much of our 
clothing they would remove before shooting us. An- 
other group were encouraging one another to our mur- 
der. One ‘said to his companion, ‘You will have pres- 
tige if you kill a foreigner.’ 

“It was nearly noon, perhaps, during a lull when no 
soldiers were on the premises, that two of the car- 

nters, accompanied by Pastor Gia, came into the 

oft and told us that they feared they would not. be 
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’ able to conceal us there much longer. They suggested 
that we go into a large cistern under the partially 
constructed dormitory building. They took all pos- 
sible precautions by covering us with bed quilts as we 
crossed the exposed space to the dormitory building. 

“To our pleasant surprise and later comfort we 
found that water had not yet been turned into the cis- 
tern. While it was damp and chilly, — made to seem 
especially so, as we had been so heavily covered in the 
loft that we were sweating when we entered it, — it 
contained very little water. This was most fortunate, 
for it was to be our hiding place for twenty hours, 

“After our eyes had adjusted themselves to the semi- 
darkness, we could see about us, for the small openings 
through which water would enter operied to the out- 
side of the building. We found enough straw on the 
cistern floor to stop out all light, for should those 
who sought our lives find the trapdoor, we wanted no 
evidence of our presence visible. We even rubbed off 
the polish on our shoes that there might be no re- 
flection of light. 

“Then we waited. We dared speak only in whis- 
pers. We could hear outside noises remarkably clearly. 
The firing of the soldiers’ guns as they searched the 
building, and their angry calls for our lives, were often 
in our ears. 

“No less than five or six times did we hear their 
step on the cistern surface, and we whispered to one 
another a mutual cncouragement in the Lord. Our 
frequent prayer during the day was, ‘Lord, send blind- 
ness to their eyes, and confound their counsel.’ Time 
after time it seemed that our prayer was literally an- 
swered, for they seemed to come to a position above 
us where any but a blind man would surely see the 
trapdoor to the cistern. Yet, again and again they 
passed on and left us safe. 

“Only once did a soldier find the small square trap- 
door. He lifted it and gave a yell into the darkness 
below. Whether it was the roaring echo of his voice, 
or whether God undertook for us in some miraculous 
way, we do not know, but, for some reason, terror 
seemed to seize upon him, and, dropping the trapdoor, 
he ran off, not to return. ' 

“As the hours passed we frequently joined in whis- 
pered petitions to God: for our wives and other loved 
ones; for our Chinese friends; for the loyal Christian 
friends in the homeland; for those outside who sought 
for our lives—God gave us many prayers for them 
all. 

“And then, too, the Bible seemed to us a most pre- 
cious Book that day. We quoted verse after verse 
of its statements and sure promises. ‘Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us’ seemed ever to recur to our minds. 
And how precious was Psalm 91, ‘But it shall not 
come nigh thee,’ or again, ‘The shields of the earth 
belong unto God.’ What comfort we had in know- 
ing that we were in China at the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ who promised to be with us unto 
the end of the age, and who said of his flock, ‘My 
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and 
no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.’ 
The cistern became a very Bethel to our souls. We 
felt like singing praises and shouting for joy, but it 
was not quite the proper time to do that. 

“We recalled the sufferings of some of God’s mes- 
sengers of old. We thought of Jeremiah in the mire 
of the pit, and we were thankful that our pit had no 
mire, We thought of Daniel in the lion’s den, and 
were glad that our den had no lions. We thought of 
the three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace, and 
felt the near presence of Him who walked with them, 

“Our Chinese friends, the carpenters, aided by 
others who knew where we were, did everything pos- 
sible for our comfort. Watching for opportunities 
when no soldiers were near, they handed down to us 
food on two occasions, also some boards to stand and 
sit on, and late at night they got some bedding down 
.to us. And it all touched our hearts; for we were, 
indeed, hungry and cold, and we knew that they aided 
us at risk to themselves, if not at the hazard of their 
_own lives. 

“All through the afternoon and evening the de- 
struction of mission buildings went on. It was begun 
-by soldiers and completed by the local rabble. A dor- 
mitory near us burned. Anger and fear were mingled 

‘in the shouts of the mixed mob and soldiery. It was 
a day of wrath and of devastation for the enemies 
oi the cross, but a day of victory for us who were 
feeling God’s nearness. Until late at night confusion 
reigned. Then came the long hours until the morning, 
-which could bring no rays of light into our hiding 
place. Yet we knew its approach by the angry calls 
outside for the ‘foreigners,’ who, they thought, were 
hidden in the building. 

“At last a quick step was heard near the trapdoor. 
Whether it were friend or foe we could not tell. We 
waited in silence. The door lifted, our names were 
called, and we were told to come out quickly, for a 
rescuing party was after us, and would soon besat the 
compound gate. A ladder was let down to us, and 
with quickened pulse and grateful hearts we emerged 
into the light, and were soon united to our fellow 
missionaries —to all except the few who had given 
their lives as martyrs on that eventful March day.” 

Mr. A. H. Reinhard of the Milton Stewart Fund 
declares that two things stand out vividly in his mind 
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amid all the varied experiences of the day: God's 
gracious deliverances, and the loyalty of Chinese 
friends. Early ‘in the day Mr. Reinhard left his 
home and took refuge at the Language School. Mr. 
Reinhard gave me the following account of some of 
his experiencés : 

“I had hardly finished breakfast when the Chinese 
told our party to go into hiding. We hid in the room 
in the Gatehouse where some oi the Chinese teachers 
live. We had prayers, reading Psalms 91, 121, and 46, 
after which each one prayed. After prayers we made 
ourselves less conspicuous. One of the ladies got under 
one of the Chinese beds, the other two in corners. 
Mr. Eh!man and myself crept under tables, so as to be 
hid from view. One or two people peeped through the 
shutters, but no one entered the room. Here we stayed 
for perhaps two hours or more, when students of the 
University of Nanking, who it seems belonged to the 
Nationalist party and therefore were able to procure 
official badges for their arms, came and escorted us to 
the university campus proper, on the way picking up 
the treasurer of the university, who, with his family, 
was in hiding in one of the outbuildings of the uni- 
versity. Our party went to the attic floor of the Agri- 
culture Building. Here we found other refugees. 

“We had not been there very long before the ‘South- 
ern soldiers rushed into the place. The women and 
children hurried into the little rooms under the rafters 
on one side of the large room, and the men to the 
same place on the other side of the room. When the 
soldiers reached the attic, the men decided that we had 
better show ourselves so as to avoid the soldiers’ first 
discovering the women, and making them bear the 
brunt of the attack. When we appeared, we were 
given the ‘once over,’ the soldiers taking money, over- 
coats, spectacles, and watches. My overcoat was taken 
with the rest. 

“After the bandit soldiers had given us the ‘once 
over,’ they discovered the women, and they also were 
given the same treatment. The university students 
pleaded with the soldiers, otherwise it is probable 
that violence might have been done to our party at 
that time, as evidently they did not receive a very great 
amount of cash. 

“IT had put Mex. $150 in the Middle School safe 
the night before, which I hope our evangelist will be 


JULY 23, 1927 


able to collect. The rest of the day and into the night 
the search. parties continued to bring in the mission- 
aries who were in hiding in various and sundry places, 
some in attics, others in Chinese homes. The super- 
intendent of the hospital was in the coal bin of that 
institution. 

“Experiences of this kind are ways and means of 
knowing God and his power. We do not seem to draw 
nigh to God in the same earnestness when in apparent 
safety, and when we are not conscious of real diffi- 
culty and danger. 

“1 hope that all of you will pray very specially for 
the Chinese Christians, for those students who risked 
their lives to save ours, and those non-Christians “who 
so nobly assisted missionaries at the critical moment. 
Satan is making a desperate effort to crush the Chris- 
tians in this wonderful land, but Ged is omnipotent and 
omnipresent, and he is not dependent on foreign mis- 
sionaries for the upbuilding of his Church, but can 
through those Christians who know and love him bring 
about a mighty revival that will be exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask for or think. Again I 
say, Pray for the Chinese Church, their leaders, and 
members, for if ever they neéded your prayers it is 
now.” 

Let me emphasize with all my heart Mr. Reinhard’s 
appeal for prayer for China. A missionary who has 
been in this land for more than thirty years recently 
declared that the present conflict is a spiritual one, and 
the victory must be won on our knees in private and 
united intercession. 

In view of the fact that China contains a quarter 
of the earth’s inhabitants, is it not worth while for 
those who believe that God answers prayer to spend 
a little time daily in earnest, believing intercession for 
the missionaries, pastors, teachers, evangelists, Bible 
women, and Christians, and for a great outpouring of 
God’s Spirit, and a glorious ingathering of souls? 

It is nothing less than amazing the way political 
affairs have changed in China during the past three 
months. I am. confident it is in answer to the prayers 
of God’s children in many lands. Now let us pray on 
with renewed faith’ and fervor for a great spiritual 
awakening that will still further cleanse and purify the 
Church, and sweep multitudes into the kingdom of God. 

SHANGHAI, CHINA. 








How it was fed, through sacrifice, 
to help the lepers 








The Orphans’ Coin-Eating Pig 


By Lucretia B. Kolb 








The ** pig ’’ about which this story centers was one of those sent out by The American Mission to pec put Ine. 


Any person or group who desires to use a ** pig ’’ to help the lepers may join the Golden Bank 


receive a 


pig bank by sending fifteen cents to the General Secretary, W. M. Danner, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 


66¢\H, SEF, Ornella, Mrs. Sims is bringing in 
some pigs.” 
At her words, a half dozen girls turned in their 


chairs to stare at. their teacher and to exclaim in one . 


breath, “Bringing pigs to Sunday-school ?” 

“Yes. They are not really-truly ones, of course, 
but I wonder why she brings them here.” 

Many others were wondering the same thing and 
wished they might ask Mrs. Sims about it, but just 
then the superintendent tapped his bell and quiet 
reigned. After having placed the pigs in a conspic- 
uous place in the room, Mrs. Sims sat down near her 
class, and the superintendent announced the opening 
hymn. At the conclusion of the geneval exercises, 
he said, “I can see that you boys and girls are all 
very much interested in our little visitors,” indicating 
the pigs, “and I shall ask Mrs. Sims to tell you about 
them at this time.” 

Mrs. Sims at once stepped forward and turned 
toward the children, saying, “I shall be very happy 
to introduce these visitors to you, and I hope you are 
all going to grow so fond of them that you will want 
to help feed them every Sunday morning. Do you 
remember that on our Jast missionary Sunday I told you 
about the terrible, disease of leprosy and how hopeless 
and helpless the poor lepers were and how much they 
needed Christ in their lives? Today I want to tell 
you a true story of an earnest little boy here in Amer- 
ica who became so eager to help the lepers that he 
raised a pig, a real pig, and gave the proceeds of its 
sale to that cause.” 

As the story progressed, the chiidren listened breath- 
lessly. Never had a story about missions gripped 
them as this one did. Then the spealer went on to 
say that some Christians, moved by this little boy’s 
example, had made these brass pigs and sent them out 
that they might gather up the nickels, dimes, and quar- 
ters to help serd missionaries to the lepers. 

In closing, she said, “Here are some leaflets that will 
tell you many things I have not had time to mention, 
which I shall give you to take home. Now I should 
like to put a pig in each- of these classes if you boys 
and girls would like to help fill them up.” A vigorous 
handclap answered that question to her perfect satis- 
faction. ‘Then she sat down to téach her own class 


of girls, but they were so full of eager questions 
about her story that she made but little progress with 
the day’s lesson. 

The Sunday-school in which this took place was a 
rather unique one. It was in one of the small churches 
in a very picturesque village. In this village was also 
a Home for orphan children, and about half the mem- 
bership of the school was made up of these children; 
in fact, Mrs. Sims’ class of girls was almost entirely 
from this Home. : 

Never had their interest been. so keen in anything 
outside of their own environment. As they walked 
toward the Home that noon, they talked it over. Irene, 
the thoughtful, said, “People are always doing so much 
for us children. I never thought that there might be 
other people needing help worse than we do.” 

“Neither did I,” said several of the girls at once. 
“But now that we know it, we can’t be happy unless 
we help them.” 

Phi what can we do? We don’t have money. very 
often.’ 

“Well,” said Irene, “we will have one of our care- 
takers read our leaflets to us, and we'll see if she can 
tell us what to do.” 

Sunday afternoon was never a very quiet time at 
the Home because of the large number. of visitors 
coming and going, and therefore it was not until eve- 
ning that they had an opportunity to discuss the sub- 
ject. - 

During the evening devotions, the girls’ prayers ran 
somewhat like this: ‘Dear God, bless the lepers and 
help them to love thee, and help the doctors to find 
some way to cure them of their disease.” To be sure, 
some of them said “leopards” instead of. “lepers,” be- 
ing somewhat more familiar with that word, but they 
knew what they meant, and God knew. From that 
Sunday evening on, there was hardly an evening 
o- that prayer was not offered up by at least one 
girl, 

But they were not satisfied simply to pray; they 
were determined to help in a financial way, if possible. 
After some discussion, it was suggested that they 
might curtail their play time and make fancy-work to 
sell, This they unanimously agreed to do, for, as 

(Concluded on page 442) 
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In Jerusalem and Bethlehem and Down to Jericho 


Thronging impressions amid scenes hallowed by the Saviour’s presence 

















By Philip E. Howard 














t together,” sang the Psalmist. That is the 
impression that one receives today from a first 
view of the ancient city. It is a walied city, 

crowded with closely packed houses, separated by very 
narrow streets, for the most part so narrow that no 
motor or horse-drawn vehicle could pass through them, 
Imagine yourself standing on the Mount of 
Olives, looking toward the west. Right below you 
is a long slope on which you see the ancient olive 
trees, the buildings and the walls of the Garden of 
Gethsemane. At the bottom of the little valley, directly 
in front of you, is a slender stream, the Kedron, more 
often dry than not, but today as we are looking out 
over: the scene, it is running rapidly over the rough 
stones. Today also the hills are still wearing a tattered 
mantle of snow from the storm of the last few days. 
Beyond the brook the ground rises steeply to the 
wall of the city, and directly in front of you are the 
arches of the Golden Gate, not used now as a gateway. 
Beyond the wall is Haram al-Sharif, the outstanding 
feature of which is the Dome of the Rock, under which 
you will later, see the rock which many believe is the 
one upon which Abraham was about to offer up Isaac, 
and where David interceded for his people at the thresh- 
ing floor of Araunah (2 Sam. 24: 16-25). The whole 
structure rests upon the Temple area. All this holds the 
center of the picture for you as you look across Geth- 
semane and the Brook Kedron to the Golden Gate 
and the Dome of the R . 
Our touring party was provided with the best guides 
that a careful organization could secure. We saw 
much in a short time. However, it was wisely ar- 
ranged that there should be some free time when one 
might follow one’s own inclinations. Then it is that 


“] ERUSALEM is builded as a city that is com- 


with a quiet mind. and without weariness,.one must. 
_just look and wander, and listen not so much to any 


uman voice but to those inner voices that speak so 
clearly to the soul. No clamor of street sounds, no 
novelty of surroundings can hinder the language that 
the soul knows in the presence of some of the genuine 
memorials of the faith. 
Superstition and Reality 

Let me venture to say just here that to most of us 
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher was a dreadful 
place, —tawdry, unimpressive, shockingly remindful 
of the weaknesses of man’s credulity, man’s confusion, 
and man’s superstition. I have not heard of anyone 
in our party who was not glad to escape from the 
gloom of that structure, 

All this is entirely different, for example, in a 
place like the Pool of Bethesda, wonderfully excavated 
so that it is possible to see how the pool was arranged. 
We were privileged to visit it in company with Mr. 
Jacob Spafford, of the American Colony, whose home 
has been in Jerusalem since boyhood. Under his 
gracious and expert guidance we could readily under- 
stand the arrangement of the five porches, —a rectan- 
gle of porches around the two pools, and then one 
running across between the pools. All of the cor- 
ners of the pools have been excavated except the north- 
western, on each of the two sections. One can feel 
sure now that in looking down into the depth of these 
pools, cut into solid rock, not far from the Sheep Gate 
(St. Stephen’s Gate), that one is at. the very place 
where there used to be “a great multitude of impotent 
folk, of blind, halt, and withered, waiting for the 
moving of the water.” ; 

Standing here, with the bright sunshine streaming 
down into the excavations one could easily imagine 
the plight of.the poor fellow who “had an infirmity 
thirty and eight years,” and to whom Jesus, standing 
there by the pool, spoke those marvelous words of 
encouragement and restoration: “Rise, take up thy 
bed, and walk.” How often have we read these words ! 
How quickly they pass out from under the eye with 
just a flash of the meaning of that scene upon. the 
mind! But in the quiet of Bethesda, standing where 
the Lord spoke these words, they take cn a new mean- 
ing and a new reality. 

So many places that are shown in Palestine are not 
authentic that one rejoices to come upon that which 
reverent tradition and reverent scholarship have amply 
authenticated. There is, for example, the “Double 
Gate” under the Temple area, on the south, a gate- 
way not now used, but through which’ the Lord prob- 
ably used to come on his way into the Temple. It 
must be remembered that very much of old: Jerusalem 
is now under the accumulated rubbish of the centuries. 
You are by no means always walking where the Lord 
had walked, when walking about Jerusalem. But 
here, under the pavement of the Temple area, there 
are vaulted substructures leading up to an, opening 
some distance within the area. Recent excavations 


‘ 
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have disclosed a flight of steps, probably of Herod's 


For several months, readers of The Sunday 
School Times have been following, in fancy, 
in the footsteps of Mr. Howard and a num- 
ber of members of the Times family as they 
journeyed to the Holy Land on the 1927 Sunday 
School Times Tour, conducted by James Boring’s 
Travel Service. In the Times of June 11, Mr. 
Howard told of the journey from Nazareth to 
Samaria and thence down to Jerusalem. In a 
later and concluding article he will tell of the 
Northern Mediterranean. 








time, coming from the Double Gate. Mr. Spafford 
took us into these vaults, and as we stood there near 
the Gate, we realized as he unfolded the story to us, 
that just here, we were undoubtediy standing on the 
very steps that Jesus used. 

I think much the same impressions crowd in upon 
the mind when one goes into the vaults of the Con- 
vent of the Sisters of Zion, outside of which one sees 
the Ecco Homo Arch over the street. It is a tradi- 
tion that here Pilate presented Jesus before the Jews, 
saying as he did so, “Behold the man!” There is 
in these vaults a Roman pavement, on which there 
still may be seen the ,marks made by the Roman 
soldiery for the games they played in their idle hours. 
It is thought by many that it was on this very pave- 
ment that our Lord stood when brought to judgment be- 
fore Pilate. And this is far more likely to be true 
than are many of the sites shown to visitors. 

One of the most interesting excavations which trav- 


elers do not always see is that which has exposed a- 


section 6f the Third, or Agrippa’s, Wall. After the 
Emperor Claudius came to the throne Agrippa be- 
came King of Judea. He built a third northern wall 
for the defense of the northern suburbs, Today one 
may see exposed to view great blocks of stone which 
composed the wall. .For perhaps 1,000 feet the wall 
has been exposed at intervals, and some of the more 
thoughtful archeologists are inclined to believe that 
the place of the crucifixion of Jesus was just outside 
this wall, on what is known as the Ash Heap, where 
the ashes of the Temple sacrifices were deposited. 

When: one sees’ what has happened-to- some of the 
places that are most precious to Christians, such as 
the Garden of Gethsemane, very much built over as 
they are with ecclesiastical structures, the mind turns in 
contrast to such a place as the grave of D. L. Moody 
under the pine trees in Northfield, overlooking the 
wide sweep of the Connecticut Valley, and surrounded 
by the green fields that he loved, and not by over- 
decorated shrines. But even the trappings and adorn- 
ments of so many places in Jerusalem cannot keep the 
sensitive soul from pushing far behind the surface into 
the heart of the history that is gathered up in so many 
actual memorials. 


By the Well of the Magi 


One bright morning, when the snow was on the 
ground, we motored the six miles to Bethlehem, 
About half way to the little town is the Well of the 
Magi. It is at the left of the road, flanked by a stone 
wall. The tradition runs that the Magi lost sight 
of the star as they searched for the Child, and as 
they stopped at this well to rest, looking down into 
the water, they saw the reflection of the star in the 
still pool, and so recovered their course. The Arabic 
name of the well is Bir Kadismu, Kadismu being a 
corruption of Kathismu, meaning a seat, for tradi- 
tion has it that here it was that Mary rested on her 
way to Bethlehem. 

While I stood in the snow by the curb of the well, 
I saw coming toward me a long camel train, heavily 
laden. There was a little confusion among the animals 
as they passed our cars, and I lifted my hand as a 
signal to the leading driver to halt for a moment. 
One of the leading camels turned sharply across the 
road and the driver stood there holding him and the 
whole line for the moment. My camera did its work, 
and the caravan took up its easy swaying course again 
as the great animals padded softly along over the snow. 
It is just such roadside occurrences as this that make 
the journey to Palestine an endless series of fascinat- 
ing and realistic experiences. 

We came into Bethehem by the newer road that 
leads straight up to the court of the Church of the 
Nativity. You realize in a moment that you are ona 
hilltop, and as you look toward the east your eyes 
range down the terraced hillside and over the valley, 
in which there is really the only “field” near Beth- 
lehem. It is believed to be the field where Ruth and 
Boaz met, and where the shepherds were tending their 


flocks on the night of the Nativity. As you look down 
the valley you can see the Dead Sea and the moun- 
tains of Moab beyond, and not.fagy.way on the road 
that you have just taken is the well that tradition 
identifies as David’s Well, “the well of water 
which is by the gate,” and from which David’s devoted 
men brought him water, straight through the hosts of 
the Philistines who held Bethlehem, 

The Church of the Nativity.is approached through 
an open square perhaps 100 yards long by 100 feet 
wide. Within the cool quiet of the church you are 
shown what is said to be the grotto in which Jesus 
was born. This is one’ of the sites concerning which 
there is quite a general agreement as to its great 
probability. It was-a common thing to place the khan 
or inn at the end of. the main road, terminating in the 
village square. The church was built. by Constantine 
as early as A. D, 330. It is owned now by the Greeks, 
Latins, and Armenians, and is known as the Church 
of St. Mary, really a collection of churches and mon- 
asteries. It was in the Fifth Century that Jerome dwelt 
in one of the grottoes beneath the structure. Here 
he made the Vulgate translation of the Old Testament, 
and here he died, and-was buried, at the age of ninety- 
two. 


Bethlehem, Today and Yesterday 


Today Bethlehem is a busy town where there is a 
considerable industry devoted to the making of mother- 
of-pearl ornaments, Little shops with many attrac- 
tions for the collecting tourist are near the Church 
of the Nativity. Children offer to you, in their pleas- 
ant and somewhat plaintive voices, stars of Bethlehem 
and strings of beads, and a fifteen-year-old boy, slen- 
der, brown-eyed, and eager, tells you that “my father 
made these by hand,” as he offers you his collection 
of mother-of-pearl stars. : 

How many Bible stories come to your mind as you 
realize that you are actually in Bethlehem! Here and 
in this neighborhood were performed the exploits of 
David. It was said that close to the town Elisha rested 
in his flight to the south. Here are many traditions 
concerning the Holy Family. Down toward the Dead 
Sea David and Jonathan found trysting place. Far 
yonder where the Dead Sea now lies in its salty still- 
ness were the Cities of the Plain, Sodom and Go- 
morrah, the objects of Jehovah’s wrath. And here 
at your hand is the place where God’s love for 
man found its supreme expression in the little Child 
of the manger. 

On the afternoon of that day we went to Jericho. I 
have said “went down.” For when you travel to 
Jericho from Jerusalem you drop about 3,600 feet in 
twenty miles. You will think it is a drop, indeed, 
when your motor spins out through the suburbs, slips 
along through Bethany and then turns eastward down 
upon the splendid road which rides the slopes of the 
gorges to the plain where Jericho and the Dead Sea 
await you, 

Have you thought what the word “wilderness” 
means, when you see it in the Bible? You would 
understand if you were between Jerusalem and Jericho. 
Steep hills, stony, and sparsely touched with verdure; 
caves, hollows, cliffs, raw bristling gulleys; deep tor- 
rent beds, dry as a bone, crcwded with boulders and 
pebbles; caves in the topsy-turvy limestone, giving 
shelter for man and beast; no houses, save a few rude 
stone huts, the old “Inn of the Good Samaritan,” 
badly shattered by modern shell fire; and a military 
post for the guarding of the lonely road. That is the 
way to Jericho. When you come to the lower end of 
the road, you pass through formations which in Idaho 
would be called buttes, as though a swiftly flowing 
stream had swept across the foot of the gorge making 
many channels, with islands standing up above the 
surface of the water, and then had gone dry, leaving 
the islands and the deep channels stark and grim in 
their desolation. 

When you come out from among the hills, and ap- 
proach Jericho you are in El Ghor, the valley. Jeri- 
cho, which you will presently reach, is twenty miles 
from Jerusalem, a little northeast of the city, and about 
five miles west of the Jordan. The northern end of 
the Dead Sea is: about seven miles southeast of Jericho. 

When you reach the village you are impressed with 
the shabby character of the buildings at the near end 
of the town. Just as the town itself is below the sea 
level some 792 feet, so also the people seem to be be- 
low the level of others whom you meet in Palestine. 
The town is made up mostly of flat-roofed mud huts 
and the four or five hundred natives belong to the 
lower order of black Bedouin, Ghawarineh, or. inhab- 
itants of the Ghor, 

But as you turn to the north and pass through the 
town on your way to ancient Jericho, you will notice 
there are modern houses, and beautiful gardens with 
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fig trees and oranges. In the midst of the beauty of 
these fertile spots, there are thorn hedges composed 
of the bush called Sidar, and from this kind it is said 
that Christ’s crown of thorns was made, 

Traveling northward a little distance, you come to 
‘the Jericho of the Old Testament. It was a Canaan- 
itish town of -impertance when the Israelites came out 
of Egypt, and was destroyed, as related in the sixth 
chapter of Joshua. It was also visited by Elisha and 
Elijah just before Elijah was caught up into Heaven, 
ps Elisha, when he returned to Jericho healed the 
bitter waters. At the right of the road is shown 
Elisha’s fountain, and near it is a luxuriant orange 
grove. 

On the west side of the road lay the ancient city, In 
1907 the German Oriental Society excavated the site, 
and bared the whole course of the city wall. Upon 
the top of the uncut stone are found sun-dried bricks, 
most of which have disappeared. Climbing up the 
slope of the hills we reahzed that we were probably 
standing upon what is left of the Canaanitish walls 
that fell when Joshua and his hosts marched around 
the city and the trumpets were blown. 

Beyond old Jericho, standing out sharp and bold 
against the northwestern sky, is a mountain called the 
Mount of Temptation, which is indeed a “high moun- 
tain,” buttressing the edge of the wilderness. Far 
up on the side of the mountain in an appalling gorge, 
the Greek Monastery clings to the rocks in the loneli- 
est of surroundings. 

Leaving Jericho, we quickly reached the Jordan 
River, where we dismounted, and walked out upon the 
Allenby Bridge, built by the British in 1919, to re- 
place the wooden bridge, El Ghoraniyeh, which was 
destroyed by the Turks. You are beset with vendors 
of Jordan water, and evidently every kind of bottle 
obtainable is put to this use, from the quart mineral- 
water bottle down to the little vials that you can slip 
into your pocket. The traditional place of baptism is 
some four miles below the bridge, but owing to the 
condition of the road we did not go in that direction, 
nor did we motor to the Dead Sea, lest we become 
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mired in the marshy track. However, we could see 
the waters quite plainly in the distance, and had no 
difficulty in making out the surroundings on both sides 
of the Sea. 

Standing on the Allenby Bridge, we saw the Jordan 
as a full, muddy, strongly flowing river, moving 
powerfully between low and grassy banks. One re- 
alizes that those who have idealized the River Jordan 
need revision of their conception of what the river 
really is, but no revision is needed of the significance 
of that river in Bible history in the life of our Lord and 
in its unique character among the rivers of the world. 
Wonderful indeed it was to stand on the bridge that 
afternoon and watch the abundant flow of water jour- 
neying down to the plain where that flow would dis- 
appear beiore long in the salty sea that is now dead 
but which will some day be a place of life once more 
(Ezek. 47: 8-12). 

Coming from Jericho that evening, darkness fell 
upon us like a mantle before we had climbed far up 
the steep road. The long line of powerful cars sped 
into the gathering dark, their lights sending long 
shafts of sudden illumination against the rock-walls 
of the narrow defiles, as the road turned sharply to 
right and left and ever upward. 

We had come several dusky miles upon our way, 
when across a narrow valley, perhaps three hundred 
hie away on our left we saw a cave in the limestone 

illside. A fire was burning brightly just within its 
shadows, and two shepherds sat beside the fire, their 
hands outstretched to its cheery warmth. And down 
over the hillside came the flock ef sheep and goats, 
moving slcwly toward the cave where some of their 
number were already gathered near the shepherds. 
I seemed to hear the voice of that Great Shepherd of 
the sheep, “I am the good shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and am known of mine.” And I could almost 
hear the troubled voice of a world, bewildered and 
astray, as sheep without a shepherd, as we hastened. on 
i the night up to the City of His sorrow and 

is love. 
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Is This Beginners Department a Success? 


What most impressed a four-year-old 
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By Nell Beach Yohe 
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VEN superintendents of city Sunday-schools, with 

adequate means placed at their disposal, have just 
as many and just as difficult probiems to solve as, the 
small town superintendents, with limited means. 

But, somehow, my heart goes out to these small 
town teachers, perhaps because I struggled along the 
same road for some years, trying out different meth- 
ods, before success really came. Because of the ques- 
tions that have come to me concerning my work among 
Beginners, I journeyed forth to attend a session of 
one of the largest churches in a certain city, and, per- 
chance, to learn the reasons for its lack of success. 

My four-year-old city hostess was much excited this 
Sunday morning, for Aunt Nell was to be her guest 
at her very own Beginners class. Even the drizzling 
March rain could not dampen her enthusiasm. 

“Can you tell nice stories, Aunt Nell? You should 
hear my Daddy’s stories, they don’t seem like story 
book stories but stories of real little boys and girls. 
I do wish our teacher would tell that kind.” 

The impressive stone church and its accessory build- 
ings occupied half of a city square. There was a 
narrow fringe of grass and some specimens of dis- 
couraged looking shrubbery, but the church was com- 
manding and splendid and held one’s attention. 

We made our way to the Beginners Department, 
where a smiling young matron in charge of the door 
relieved us of umbrellas, and divested Elinor of her 
outer wrappings and galoshes before she was placed 
under a teacher’s charge with the four-year-old group. 

I now had time to look around. We were in a 
large L-shaped room facing the northwest. One high 
window looked out on a monotonous brick wall some 
six feet distant: the other window faced the north. 
One can hardly conceive of a more disheartening out- 
look, on a rainy morning, than a northern outlook. 
The walls had been tinted yellow with a greenish cast, 
which absorbed any warm rays of light that may have 
been present, and gave no feeling of cheer in return. 
The predominating green tone of the excellent quality 
of Brussels carpet on the floor added to the lack of 
color warmth. 

There were a number of round work tables for busy 
work, with places for six children at each table. A 
group of six Cradle Roll children in the two-and-a-half 
and three-year-old classes occupied the L division of 
the room under a competent young teacher, while four 
assistants helped to carry out the plans of the super- 
intendent of the department. Ii the attendance was 
very large, eight children could be crowded at each 
table. The regular attendance ran from thirty-six to 
fifty-six children. 

superintendent was a successful Primary teacher 


of the public schools, but for five days of each week 
she had to put so much ef herself into her day work 
that the sixth day received the fag end of her en- 
thusiasm and work. 

A_ salaried kindergarten teacher had had charge 
of the Beginners class for the first six months, 
had bought all the supplies, and the class had seemed 
to flourish, but, with her retirement and with no per- 
son to take her place, it was something of a prob- 
lem for a volunteer worker. No attempt at kinder- 
garten methods or busy work had been made. The 
children were gathered in groups around each table, 
and the telling of the story began. 

There was the little, sobbing, three-year-old Cradle 
Roll pupil, experiencing all the woes of her first day 
at Sunday-school, with a number of strange children 
as companions. Her mother, attending an Adult class, 
seemed very far away, and, no doubt, the mother. was 
wondering how three-year-old Mary was getting along. 
The Cradle Roll teacher interested me greatly. She 
was one of those “born” teachers, in the late teen age, 
with a true love of little children. It was only a few 
minutes until the sobbing little stranger was listening 
to the old, old story with absorbed interest, her hand 
held tightly in teacher’s. 

The children clustered about the teacher’s knees, and 
followed her every movement with adoring eyes. Be- 
sides the young matron who attended the door there 
were the other three assistants. They were the dis- 
tinctive city type of girl, whose faces were works of 
art in the make-up of the day. Cupid bow lips, bal- 
anced by delicately tinted cheeks and penciled eye- 
brows seemed to require almost constant attention. 
So the story telling period of these three young 
teachers was punctuated by many surreptitious glances 
at the mirror, of their compacts, and much patting of 
permanent waves. 

When the lesson was ended, they gathered in a 
corner and leisurely began repairing the ravages their 
exertions had made. It was only after the most in- 
sistent demands of their superintendent that they de- 
sisted from their labors long enough to pass the papers 
and cards. 

The closing exercises began. By consulting the 
clock, I found that there had been twenty minutes of 
actual teaching during the hour; the rest of the time 
had been devoted to the opening and closing exercises 
and formalities. I was anxious to see what my four- 
year-old niece, Elinor, had gotten from the session. For 
children are proverbially truthful if asked for their 


- Opinions. 


“Well, you see, I don’t remember just so much about 
my lesson, Aunty, but wasn’t my teacher beautiful, 
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Alice remarked, “One of our mottoes, you know, is 
that verse from Ephesians that says something about 
working ‘with our hands that we may have to give 
to him that needeth. We learned the verse, but we 
haven’t had a chance, before, to practice it.” 

None of the girls was over fourteen years old and 
most of them were ten or twelve, but they made up 
with loving zeal what they lacked in years. 
and, Aunty, she had the most beautiful compact I ever 
saw. Do you suppose Mother will allow me to have 
a compact just like that for a Christmas gift?” 

And here is the message I would leave to the dis- 
couraged, small town Beginners teachers. Learn to 
treasure the airy classrooms with an eastern or south- 
ern exposure and broad windows, affording a glimpse 
of trees, grass, and the blue of the sky. 

Above all, keep in close contact with your assistants 
and the children, for you will find that a successful 
and growing Beginners Department may serve as a 
vitalizer for the entire Sunday-school. It does not 
take expensive equipment to conduct a successful Be- 
ginners class, but it: does take an enthusiastic super- 
intendent and consecrated assistants—such as the 
leader of the city Cradle Roll Department —to make 
your work a success. Choose your assistants with care. 

MONONGABELA, Pa. 











From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 
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Ye also are full of goodness, filled with all 
knowledge (Rom. 15:14). 


te word for full is mestos, brimful, according to 
Bishop Moule. What an accumulation of synonyms 
the apostle uses here in connection with the Chris- 
tian life of these believers at Rome! “Now the God 
of hope fill you [plerosai] with all joy and peace in 
believing, that ye may run over [perisseuein] with 
hope . . . And I myself also am persuaded ... that 
ye also are brimful [mestoi] of goodness, filled 
[pepleromenoi] with all knowledge.” 

So could he speak of these who had come out of the 
blackness of paganism. It is worth noting how, in 
the beginning of this Epistle to the Romans (1:29), 
the same adjectives are applied to the utterly debased 
moral life from which they had escaped. “Being 
filled [pepleromenous] with all unrighteousness, forni- 
cation, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full 
[mestous] of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity,” 
and so on down the whole terrible category. 

What a contrast between the opening and closing 
picture of the Epistle! In it is summarized the whole 
history of the early Church. 

A similar contrast between pagan society and the 
regenerate Christian society can be found in the third 
and sixteenth chapters of Romans. “They have all 
gone out of the way,” says Paul, of this society of 
old Rome. It was un vrai enfer, Renan assures us, 
“Their feet are swift to shed blood. Bruising [sun- 
trimma] and misery are in their paths: and the path 
of peace they have not known. There is no fear of 
God before their eyes” (Rom. 2: 12, 15-18). 

Feet, swift, bruising, peace, God,—note how the 
same words reappear in Paul’s prophecy of the com- 
ing kingdom: “And the God of peace shall bruise 
— Satan under your feet shortly’ (Rom, 
16: 20). 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Orphans’ Coin-Eating Pig 
(Continued from page 440) 


“4 

Bibs, little aprons, pot-holders, and so on, were made 
from scraps of goods on hand and were embroidered 
with little designs to make them attractive. As some 
of the workers at the Home learned of their plans, 
they donated stamped doilies, dresser-scarfs, and other 
useful articles, to give the girls a start. When these 
had been finished and sold, part of the money was used 
to buy more material. The articles were sold to the 
Home Staff and to visitors, who expressed surprise 
at the neat and careful work done. 

Finally came the happy day when their treasury con- 
tained eight dollars. ° Not one cent of this fund would 
the girls spend for themselves. With proud hearts 
and beaming faces, they carried it to Sunday-school 
and fed it all to the pig, with a prayer that it might 
bring sunshine into the life of some leper. 

OAKLAND, CAL. 


“Missionary Studies for the Sunday-School,” by 
G. H. Trull, are most helpful; inexpensive booklets, 
the second series dealing with the Indian and African 
races, and the third treating such topics as The Immi- 
grants, India, Carey, Judson, Scudder, and Duff. (The 
Sunday School Times Co, Philadelphia, 25 cents for 
each series, postage 2 cents.)- 











Lesson for August 
1 Samuel 26 oe 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 7. DAVID SPARES SAUL 
International Uniform Lesson.—1!I Samuel 26 
Golden Text.—Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.—Rom. 12: 21 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


HERE is nothing more common among chil- 

dren than the desire to “get even” with anyone 

who has done them wrong. Spitefulness and re- 
venge are two of the sins to which girls and boys 
are most prone. And even among Christians who are 
old. enough to know better it is pathetic to see the 
way in which any injury done to them arouses instant 
resentment. Really to do good to people who dislike 
us seems to.be one of the hardest tasks that God’s love 
can ever set us. ‘Dearly beloved, avenge not your- 
selves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is writ- 
ten, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” 
(Rom. 12:19). 


Verse by Verse 


1 Samuel 26: 1.—Ziph (Josh. 15:55) was in the hill 
country of Judah about three miles south of Hebron. 
It is the modern Tell Zif. Hachilah means “dark.” 
Probably the name is descriptive of the dark woods 
with which the hill was clothed. 

Verse 7.—Abishai was one of the three sons of 
Zeruiah (1 Chron, 2:16). Zeruiah is described rather 
strangely as David's sister along with Abigail. The 
latter is further described (2 Sam. 17:25) as the 
daughter of Nahash. Possibly the wife of Nahash 
may have been married to Jesse as her second hus- 
band. In any case, we may take Zeruiah as having 
really been half sister to David. The later syllables 
of Abishai’s name are the same as the name of Jesse. 
Abishai and his brother were David's nephews. They 
seem, however, to have been as old as, if not older than, 
David himself. 

The place of the wagons, South African warfare 
has given the word laager to the English language, 
which exactly fits the situation here. His spear stuck 
in the ground. Dr. Thomson, in “The Land and the 
Book,” writes: “The sheik’s tent is distinguished 
from the rest by a tall spear stuck upright in the 
ground in front of it. It is the custom when a party, 
out on an expedition, haits for the spot where the 
chief reclines to be thus designated.” 

The people lay round about him. The Arabs sleep 
heavily, especially when fatigued. To this day they 
are notoriously untrustworthy when it comes to mount- 
ing guard. This.lack of reliability is common to most 
Orientals. 

Verse 8.—God hath delivered. For the force of the 
temptation compare our Lord’s experience (Matt. 4: 
8). The Devil offered the Lord Jesus a short cut 
to the crown by avoiding the cross. The cost was 
compromise with evil. Here he offered David a sim- 
ilar short cut. The cost was murder. Note in both 
cases that the goal was really the one predetermined 
by God himself: We are apt to say that the end jus- 
tifies the means. These instances show that even a 
right end does not justify wrong means. Note, fur- 
ther, that in this case a dear friend of David’s was 
the medium through which the temptation came. Com- 
pare again our Lord’s experience when temptation came 
to him through Peter (Matt. 16:22). Let me smite. 
Abishai’s love for David was so great that he was 
willing to take the sin upon himself if only his be- 
loved uncle could be set upon the throne. But David 
recognized that if Abishai sinned for his sake the sin 
would also be his. To allow another to do wrong for 
one’s own sake is worse even than doing the wrong 
oneself, 

Verse 9.—Compare Shakespeare’s: “There’s such 
divinity doth hedge a king, that treason can but peep 
to what it would.” ‘Saul, with all his faults, was the 
man of Jehovah's own appointment. The question is 
a more complicated one when some earthly monarchy 
is in view (cf. Rom. 13; 1 Pet. 2: 13-15). And com- 
pare these passages with the condition of warfare de- 
picted in Revelation 11:7; 13:7. 

Verse 10.—His day shall come (cf. Psa. 31:15). 
David had learned what is perhaps the hardest lesson 
of all,—he had learned to wait God’s time. By ety- 
mology the word “wicked” is connected with the word 
“quick.” It suggests to us that evil is always in a 
hurry. Good can afford to wait because it has God on 
its side and all eternity for its time table. “He that 
believeth shall not make haste” (Isa. 28:16). Con- 
trast the case of Rebekah (Gen. 27). 


Verse 11.—The. cruse of water. This also is in exe 
act accord with the customs of the people at this day. 
No one ventures to travel over these deserts without 
the cruse of water. The Arabs eat their dinner in 
the evening and it is generally of such a nature as 


Devotional Reading : Romans 8 ; 31-39. 
i Topic: David's Kindness to His Enemy. 
Lesson Material; 1 Samuel 26: 7-14, 17-21. 
Memory Verse: Love your enemies, do good to them that 
_ hate you.—Luke 6: 27. 
Junior Topic: David Showe Mercy. 
Lesson Material : s Samuel 26; 7-14, 17-23. 


Memory Verse: Matthew 5: 7. \ 
= te and Senior Topic: te Treat Those Who 
ro! 


U 
Topic on Youre People and Adults: Overcoming Evil with Good, 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 7°14, 179 21 
7Se David and Abishai came to the people by night: 
and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within the 1 place of the 
wagons, with his spear stuck in the ground at his head; 
and Abner and the people lay round about him. § Then 
said Abishai to David, God hath delivered up thine enemy 


into thy hand thie day: now therefore let me smite him, 
I pray thee, with the spear to the earth at one stroke, and 
I will not smite him the second tim And David said 


perish. 11 Jehovah forbid 
spear that is at his head, and 
ook 


ee ee 
tf 

17 And Saul knew David’s voice, and said, Is this thy 
voice, my son David? And David said, It is my voice, 
my lord, O king: 

21 Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David; 
for I will no more do thee harm, because my life was 
precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have played the 
fool, and have erred exceedingly. 

2 Or, barricade. 2 Or, either. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








to create thirst. And the quantity of water that they 
drink: is enormous. 

Verse 13.—The other side, “There are thousands 
of ravines where the whole scene could be enacted, 
every word be heard, and yet the speaker be quite 
beyond the reach of his enemies” (Thomson). 

Verse 21.—/ will no more do thee harm. It is evi- 
dent from 1 Samuel 27:1 that David utterly distrusted 
these protestations of Saul. And with good reason. 
It is instructive to notice Saul’s changes of mood. 
They bear witness to his own vacillation and weakness 
of character. But in these later chapters particularly 
it becomes clear that when David comes into contact 
with Saul he is able to remove for a time the king’s 
malignity. On the other hand, as’ soon as David is 
away from Saul’s presence the king’s ill will again 
finds scope. No word of explanation of this is given 
in the history. But if we turn to David’s own writ- 
ings we find what was probably the immediate cause 
of these changes in Saul’s attitude. 

The Seventh Psalm is described in the title as one 
that David sang “concerning the words of Cush.” 
We know nothing about this man except from this 
Psalm. He was a Benjamite and, therefore, of the 
same tribe as Saul himself. -Evidently he had persist- 
ently accused David of conspiracy against the king 
(Psa. 7:3). It is plain that he was a close adherent 
of Saul, and one of those who by their baseless calum- 
nies further inflamed Saul’s-already irritated mind (1 
Sam. 22:8; cf. 24:9). A perusal of the Psalm at 
once indicates many points of contact with our pres- 
ent lesson. Note the character of this undesigned and 
unemphasized coincidence as helping to establish the 
trustworthiness both of the historical record and of 
David’s own literary remains. This incident may serve 
for the teacher to open up a whole train of similar 
Bible study. ‘A good many such examples have al- 
ready been worked out; notably for the Acts and 
Pauline Epistles by Paley in “Horae Paulinae,” and 
for some portions of the Old Testament by Blount in 


“Scriptural Coincidences.” . 
A Lesson Outline 
I. David 


1. Tempted by 
(1) Circumstances. 
(2) The needs of the people with him. 
(3). The slanders that were being uttered against 
im, 


(Times Company, 1031 


(4) The opportunity that came to him, 
(5) The importunity of Abishai. 
2. David’s victories 
(1) He put God first. 4 
(2) He learned to trust God’s promises, 
(3) He learned to wait God's time. 
II. Saul 


1. His folly in thinking he could circumvent God's 
purposes, 

2. His folly in losing the services of the one man 
who could have saved the land from the Philis- 
tine invaders. 

3. His folly in listening to Cush. 

4. His folly of jealousy. 

5. His remorse was not repentance. 

Golden Topics 


This lesson, like the previous one, sets before us 
the two men, Saul and David, in vivid contrast. 

On Saul’s side we have the reckless yielding top 
passion with its consequences. He allows his jealousy 
of David to become an obsession until the obsession 
becomes insanity. As we have seen in the notes, there 
were not wanting evil men to fan the helt fire in Saul’s 
poor heart. Such influences are never very far away 
from any of us if we are so foolish as to listen to 
them. Saul could not divest himself of his respon- 
sibility because Cush was continually. instigating him. 

It is solemnly instructive to note how his paroxysms 
of jealousy and hate alternated with equally. stormy 


‘ emotions of remorse. But remorse is not repentance. 


Saul said, “I have sinned.” So did the Pharaoh of 
the oppression, And so did Judas. Neither they nor 
Saul ever repented. Repentance always has faith 
as its. correlative. Repentance is turning away from 
sin. Faith is turning to God. And the two things 
must ever go together. Let us take care not to allow 
any passion, emotion, cr mood to get the upper hand. 
Madness lies that way. “He that hath no rule over 
his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and 
without walls” .(Prov. 25:28). In contrast to such 
fatal self-destruction remember that “the fruit of the 
Spirit is . . . self-control” (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

Then over against the tragic portrait of Saul we 
have that of David. Of him it might be said, as it 
was of Joseph, “Until the time that his word came to 
pass, the word of Jehovah tried him” (Psa. 105: 19). 
In David’s circumstances the very promises of God were 
additional elements of trial. They seemed so utterly 
falsified by events. Then came the opportunity when 
God allowed Saul to be placed in David’s hand. He 
had his enemy helpless at his feet. Nor was there 
wanting to him an evil adviser. Just as Saul had 
Cush, David had Abishai. And David’s men had a 
right to be heard. They were risking their lives for 
him and sharing his perils and looking to him for 
leadership and guidance and deliverance from the dan- 
gers by which they, as well as he, were surrounded, 
But it was not for David to be the executor of Je- 
hovah’s retribution. He left himself and his cause in 
God’s hands. We may apply the lesson of this nar- 
rative to the small antagonisms and enmities that 
may beset our quieter lives. David’s answer to Saul 
was not effusive. He had learned by now how little 
the monarch’s protestations were to be trusted. He 
does not this time venture himself to take back the 
spear and the cruse. This is in marked contrast to his 
action a few months earlier, when he had openly 
showed himself with the skirt of Saul’s robe in his 
hand (24:11). David's final address to Saul (vs. 22- 
24) does not quite breathe the spirit of the Christian 
(cf. 1 Pet. 2: 20-23), but it does show David's faith 
clinging to the conviction that God must ultimately 
vindicate the right and that the innocent will not al- 
ways be the victim. 


The Practical Aim 
Negative, the condemnation of revenge; positive, 
the inculcation of patience under wrong. 


Final Word 
My times are in thy hand; 
_My God, I wish them there; 
My life, my friends, my soul, I leave 
Entirely -to thy care. 
—W. P. Lioyd. 
TuNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


“Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” a@ searching 
study by Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton Sem- 
inary, may be obtained from The Sunday School 
alnut Street, Philadelphia, 
at $2.50 a dozen, postage 20 cents, or 25 cents each, 
postage 2 cents. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staft,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
GAINST whom was Saul fighting when he was trying 
to kill the man whom God had chosen? 

2. Which required more faith for David, to kill the giant 
or to believe, through all the years of waiting, that God 
would give him the kingdom? 

3. Why. did God have David anointed so early in life, and 
not crowned until the death of Saul? 

4. What was the most subtle feature of Abishai’s sug- 
gestion? 

gs. What was another subtle feature? 

6. How did David in later years yield to a suggestion to 
slay by the hand of another? 

7. What characteristics did David show in sparing Saul’s 
life? 

8. Why was David's lack of a revengeful spirit note- 
worthy? 

9. Who had previously shown a forgiving spirit, in the 
Bible record? 

10. What other instances of similar magnanimity can you 
cite in David's ‘life, beside this one of sparing Saul’s life 
when he could have taken it so easily? 

11%, What was the result to David of this kind of treat- 
ment of his “enemies’’? 

12, What flash of humor is found 
Sam. 26.) 

13. Did David trust Saul, after his humiliating confession 
that night? 

14. What further picture of Abishai’s loyalty to David 
have we 

15. What opinion did David come to hold of Abner, Saul’s 
chief captain? 

16. Who was the greatest exemplar of the Golden Text? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


David’s Motto.—And David said to Abishai, Destroy 
him not; for who can pul forth his hand against Je- 
hovah’s anointed? (v. 9.) David rose to great heights 
in character at this period of his life. Just a young 
fellow, too, with all the high spirit and strike-back 
of youth. Hunted down like a wild beast by a per- 
sonally conducted pack, and then the life of the hunter 
meron | right in his hands. “Providentially” would 
have been the way most men would have excused the 
killing. What was it that held David back? Was 
it his long apprenticeship out yonder on the Beth- 
lehem hillsides, the anointing by Samuel, the love of 
Jonathan, doubt of his power with the people —or 
what? Well, just read the text again and it will tell 
the story. David’s wonderful reverence for God and 
God’s plans. God had selected Saul for king, and it 
was for God and not David to remove him. David's 
motto could well have been, “Leave it to God.” What 
a fine lesson for every one if we could but learn it. 
We are all the time putting our little judgment up 
against God’s. Gamaliel had the right way of it (Acts 
5: 34-39). Most every young man’s troubles come 
trom killing God’s anointed. Take the Sabbath, for 
example. God “hallowed” it. This point is where 
many downgrades begin. The marriage relation is 
another, God “hallowed” it. That is where the elec- 
tric chair is upholstered and where the rope is twisted. 
Read your newspaper for the continuous performance. 
The family life is another. God “hallowed” it. There 


in this story? (1 


‘is many a fine mansion set in a beautiful park which 


we find to have been a place of misery when the catas- 
trophe lifts the curtain. No, David would not destroy 
God’s “hallowed one,” alas for David if he had! Alas 
for any man who lifts a hand against the things of 
God! David was a God-fearing man and he made a 
great king. So can you be great on the same terms. 


When to Stop.—David cried to the people, and to 
Abner .. . Answerest thou not, Abner? (v. 14.) Da- 
vid had great restraining power, but David was young, 
and who can blame him for the little fun that came 
from the chance to “rub it in’! One of the most de- 
lightful things about the Bible heroes is that they 
are human. Of like passions as we are. One of my 
good friends who is a very serious and devout fellow 
and of a most choice Christian spirit called a bunch 
of us down one day at a Bible Conference because we 
were too full of jokes and too hilarious. He quoted 
Ephesians 5:4 and said we wouldn't find anything 
funny in the Bible. We could have told him of some 
eye twinklers and broad grinners, not to say an out 
and out haw, haw! And right here is one such place. 
As I picture the situation with the David company, 
the hunted ones, waving the king’s “gun” and the royal 
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thermos bottle ‘(so to speak), and the “kidding” of 
Abner andthe chagrined and knock-me-down-with-a- 
feather look of the Saul courtiers, I have to laugh. 
Abner had nothing to say because there was nothing to 
say. Those who watch the king should neither slum- 
ber nor sleep. David seemed to know how far to go. 
It is as great a gift to know when to stop as to know 
when to go on. We ask for divine “leading,” but we 
do not so often ask for-divine halting. “I didn’t know 
when to let go” is the explanation of. the man who 
meets a loss on real estate or something else he has 
invested in,. I have a jolly, big-hearted friend who 
carries an ugly scar-on his neck. He was teasing a 
fellow student at coliege, and the student got mad 
and ysed a gun on him, “Bill,” said he, “I went a 
little‘too far with my jollyin’ and kiddin’.” David, 
however, was a nicely balanced fellow and even Saul 
himself had to laugh at the comical situation. 


After a Good Sleep and Breakfast.—Thien said 
Saul, I have sinned: return, my son David; for I 
will no more do thee harm, ...I have played the fool 
(v. 21). With the fellow who plays the ‘fool, whether 
the king’s jester of the older day or the motley clown 
of the present day, we associate the turned-up mouth 
corners and the merry laugh. Saul had certainly 
made himself ridiculous, chasing his son-in-law over 
the land like a fox hunt with the royal entourage for 
the pack, Like going gunnning after a sparrow with 
a machine gun, Yet the world is full of Sauls. They 
first lose their grip on Heaven and then they lose 
their grip on self and fly off the handle on small prov- 
ocation, make a mess of things, and often wind up in 
the madhouse or in a self-made grave. That which 
suddenly changed Saul from blood to tears was simply 
a new point of view from a changed mind. Before 
you grab-your snickersnee and start after that fel- 
low you have it “in for,” sleep over it. Wait until 
tomorrow. Before you send that ripping-up-the-back 
letter you dictated, let it soak overnight. It ts dollars 
to doughnuts you will not send it after you have a 
good night’s sleep, a cold bath and a rub down, and a 
good breakfast. Oh, is that so? Well, how do you 
know Saul had not breakfasted and gotten his changed 
temper from the skill of his cook? Guess you can- 
not know the ways of kings. Kings don’t camp out 
like hunters, and the royal table is a continual feast. 
And so Saul was in a gentler frame of mind “the 
morning after” than he was “the night before.” So 
will you be, most likely. You will see something in 
“David” to cure your wrath, and you will say to the 
lady at the Remington, “Edith, destroy that letter I 
wrote Jones last night, and take this: ‘My dear Mr. 
Jones: I am afraid there is a little misunderstanding 
between us. I think if we could get together and 
look into each other’s faces there would be no—’ and 
so forth.” Well, this is one fine lesson from this text, 
and just please find these references and let them sink 
into you (Prov. 14:29; 15:1; Jas. 1: 19, 20). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 

+4 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CorRELATION.—Comnect with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 











T WILL, of course, occur to every teacher to note 

that this was not the first time that David spared 
Saul’s life and thus showed the respect to the Lord’s 
anointed that others were not so scrupulous to ob- 
serve, but that is the more remarkable when we re- 
member that he had himself been anointed to suc- 
ceed to Saul’s kingship. This respect for the anointed 
of the Lord has its sanction in the Old Testament. 
See 1 Chronicles 16:22 and Psalm 105: 15. 

David, however, in his treatment of one who had 
attempted even to take his own life reaches far be- 
yond the common practices of his day and forecasts 
the example of One who, when he was reviled, reviled 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 3.—Saul Chosen King ...............1 Samuel 9 to 1 
2. July 10—Sarauel’s Farewell ...ccccccceees -t Samuel 1a 
3. July 17.—Samuel Anoints David ........ 1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
4. July 24.—David and Goliath ............eeeeee t Samuel 17 
5. July 31.—David and Jonathan ...... 1 Samuel 18 : 1-4; 
1931-7; 20: 1-42; 22: 15-18; 2 Samuel 1 : 17-27 
6. August 7.—David Spares Saul .............. 1 Samuel 26 


7. August 14.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel 2: 1-4; 5 :1-5; 6: 1-15; Psalm 24 
8 August 21.—God’s Promise to David ...1 Chronicles 17 
9. August 28.—Nathan Leads David to Repentance 
2 Samuel 11:1 to 12: 2g 
10. September 4.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. ..1 Kings 3 : 4-15 
11. September 11.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple.1 Kings 8 
12. September 18.—The Kingdom Divided ...1 Kings 12: 1-24 
13. September 25.—Review: The Early Kings of Israel 


JULY 23, 1927 


not again, and who prayed forgiveness for those who 
were putting him to a cruel death. It is this charac- 
teristic of the conduct of David that .is-seized upon 
for emphasis in the Golden Text: And it is strikingly 
worthy of note as occurring so many years before 
the Great Teacher put above the doctrine of an eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth his own doctrine 
of non-resistance, and substituted love instead of: hate 
as the law that should govern his followers in rela- 
tion to their enemies. The apostle Paul whose writ- 
ings furnish the Golden Text was but reiterating the 
words of the Master; and David in his treatment 
of his enemy, as in the treatment of his friend, has 
joined a goodly company who have blessed our world 
ever since the days of Christ especially. : 

It will be worth noting that David is not aléme in 
reaching the higher plane in this earlier period when 
the teaching of revenge was sanctioned. The story 
of Joseph’s dealing with the brethren who plotted to 
kill him and actually sold him into slavery is not to 
be forgotten, nor the fact that he, like David, could 
show such a spirit toward men because he kept in 
right relation to God. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Iilustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list a lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available, 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of BF] text indicated in the lesson list after the 
w ‘Print.’ 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


. In the Tunnel.—Doth not David hide himself? (v. 
1.) David was in desperate need when he took refuge 
in caves to escape the fury of king Saul; but these 
were just the times when David's allegiance to: his 
God was manifested as witnessed by his cave songs, 
Psalms 57 and 142. Dr. W. M. Taylor in his book, 
“David, King of Israel,” illustrates this trait in a 
beautiful and simple manner. He says: “Traveling 
once on a train, among my fellow passengers was a 
little child who romped and was at home with every- 
body. Had anyone looked at her while she was frolick- 
ing thus, he would not have been able to tell to whdm 
she belonged — she seemed to be the property of every 
one. But soon the engine gave a loud shriek as we 
plunged into a dark tunnet, and irr a moment the child 
flew like a bird to nestle herself in a lady’s lap, - I 
knew then who was her mother. So in the day of 
prosperity the good man may go hither and thither 
and there may not be very much to tell whose he is; 
but let him be sent through some dark tunnel of af- 
fliction and you will see at once to whom he belongs.” 
—Sent by Alfred E. Seddon, El Paso, Tex. 


Hedgehog Forgiveness.—Jehovah forbid that I 
should put forth my hand (v. 11). “I can forgive, 
but I cannot forget” is only another way of saying, “I 
will not forgive.” Forgiveness ought to be like a cancel- 
led note, torn in two and burned up, so that it can never 
be shown against the man. There is an ugly kind 
of forgiveness in this world—a kind of hedgehog 
forgiveness,- shot out like quills—From the Free 
Churchman, Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Robbed of Their Inheritance.—For they have 
driven me out this day from abiding in the inheri- 
tance of the Lord, saying, Go, serve other gods (v. 
19). Not long ago some American women connected 
with certain mission boards were over in China, and 
they proposed that the word “evangelist” should be 
dropped, because, they said, in America it was asso- 
ciated with men like Moody, Torrey, and Chapman; 
they proposed that the term “social evangelist” be 
used. instead. A Chinese missionary pointed out the 
impossibility of this because the word “social” in Chi- 
nese has an entirely different connotation, They also 
urged that workers in China should take care not to 
upset the faith of young girls by teaching them about 
hell, which, these ladies said, was not believed in in 
America—From the Rev, W. H. Griffith Thomas in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bu- 
cyrus, Ohio. 


The Snow Defeat.—Then said Saul, I have sinned: 
return, my son David-{v. 21). Practical men say that 
there i9 no barricade like snow. A bullet fired from 
a distance of fifty yards will not penetrate a wall of 
snow six feet thick; whereas the same bullet passes 
through dense earthworks and shatters trees when 
discharged from a much greater distance. The trick 
of the snow is all its own. It greets the murderous 
missile with disarming courtesy, lulls it with a caress, 
kills it with a kiss. Strangely enough, like the fairy 
flakes of snow, the gentle goodness of David overcame 
the evil of Saul in all its pride and wrath—From 
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Lesson for August 7 
1 Samuel 26 


the Sunday School, Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Where Is Original Sin?—I have sin- 
ned (v. 21). I once heard the late Rev. 
Seth Joshua tell how he met a man who 
said that he could not swallow what 
preachers call “original sin.” “My good 
fellow,” said Mr. Joshua, “there’s no oc- 
casion for you to swallow it,—it is in- 
side you already.”—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A, Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


Had to Take It All.—J have sinned (v. 
21). One stormy Sunday, the famous 
preacher, Edward Payson, had a congre- 
gation made up of only one man. The 
doctor went. through his sermon as ear- 
nestly as if- hundreds were listening, and 
some months afterward, the man told 
him that the sermon had converted him. 
“‘Whenever,. sir,” he said, “you talked 
hard about sin and the sinner, I looked 
around to see who was being hit, and 
there was no one there but myself, so 
1 had to take it all’ Many a sermon 
would bear fruit in our lives if we would 
only apply it ‘to ourselves—From the 
Christian Endeavor World. Sent by Mary 
E. Watsen, Hartford, Conn. 


Throwing Away the Diamond.—/ 
have played the fool (v. 21). A man 
whe had a valuable diamond was so fool- 
ish as to play with it by throwing it up 
over the side of the ship. He kept throw- 
ing it up while leaning over the -bulwarks 
of the vessel, and catching it again. A 
friend expostulated with him, but he re- 
plied, “Oh, never fear, I’ve done it so 
often!” A moment later the vessel 
lurched in the trough of the sea, he 
missed his aim, and the treasure was gone. 
So many play the fool with their immor- 
tal soul, and, when too late, it is lost 
forever.—Sent by Dr. Charles W. Ander- 
son, Charleston, Ark. 


Every “Thing” Just the Same.—Be 
not overcome of evil, but. overcome evil 
with good (Golden Text). A young girl 
who was dissatisfied with her home life, 
and was always talking of her grievances 
and showing her discontent. in voice, Jook, 
and manner, surprised a friend one day 
by her quick step, bright smile, and happy 
voice, “How are things at home?” asked 
the friend, thinking that seme good news 
had made the change. “Oh, everything 
is just the same, but I am different,” was 
the reply. The grace of God will make 
us new creatures in Christ Jesus —From 
Christian Witness. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


General *Lee’s Reply.—Be not over- 
come of evil, but overcome evil with good 
(Golden Text). Early in*the Civil War, 
before Genetal Lee had proved his pre- 
eminence as a gencral, he was severely 
criticized on: more than one occasion by a 
General Whiting. Whiting had stood at 
the head of his class at West Point, and 
was considered a bright and capable man. 
One day, President Davis, wishing an 
officer for some important command, 
called upon General Lee for advice. 
“What do you think of Whiting?” Lee 
answered without hesitation, commending 
Whiting as.one of the ablest men in the 
army. One of the officers drew Lee 
aside and asked, “Don’t you know what 
unkind things Whiting has been saying 
about you?” “I understood,” Lee an- 
swered, “that the President desired to 
know my opinion of Whiting, not Whit- 
ing’s opinion of me.”—From Christiar. 
Herald. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hart- 
ford, Conn. Prise illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the forgiveness which is 
extended to-us by thy love. We can have 
no claim upon thy loving-kindness other than 
our great need, and we come to thee with 
contrite hearts, knowing that we so greatly 
need thy forgiveness. Teach us, we pray 
thee, to exercise the spirit of forgivencss 
toward those who would wrong us. May we 
be especially kind to those who are wun- 
kind to us, and may we learn how to love 
those that are unlovely, even as thou hast 
Joved us. We ask this in the name of Him 
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who gave himself for us, that we might live. 
Amen. 
the Lesson.—Did you ever try 
to “get even” with somebody else? Some 
one has made things pretty hard for you, 
and you make up your mind that when 
the time comes you will “get even.” Saul 
had made things hard for David, and the 
time had come .when David could end all 
that.. Did he do it? No, and he wouldn't 
let anybody else injure Saul, either. Be- 
cause God had called Saul to be king, 
David would not harm him; and besides 
this, David loved Saul, even though Saul 
was his enemy. I am going to ask you 
to say a very difficult verse. You will 
find it in Luke 6: 27: “Love your enemies, 
do good to them that hate you.” AVill 
ou say it with me? Yes, that’s right. 
But think a moment. Can you do just 
what that verse says? Only through the 
power and the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ! It isn’t natural. to do it, but it 
is the high privilege of the Christian. 
Is there some one with whom you would 
like to “get even”? Then ask the Lord to 
give you the grace to take great delight 
in doing good to the one whom you count 
your enemy. Shall we say the Golden 
Text together: “Be not overcome of 
evil, but overcome evil with good.” 





“GETTING EVEN” 


()VERCOME EVIL WITH Gop 


MY WAY? 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“His Love is Far Better Than Gold,” 
“Conquer in the Saviour’s Name.” 
“Awake! Arise!” 

“Hold the Fort.” 

“My Soul, be on Thy Guard.” 

“Am I a Soldier?” 

“Yield Not to Temptation.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Think on Me” (279:1-3). Psalm 138 : 1-8 
“His Tender Mercy” (234 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118: 1-6, 13-18 
“The Shadow of Thy Wings” (132: 1-3). 
Psalm 63:1-7 
“My Fortress High” (34 : 1-3). 
Psalm 18 : 17-32 








Just because a, 
eur has bitten 
me must I like 
a cur, stoop 

bite him? 
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LOWERING HIS DIGNITY 





For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EGIN with chapter 21, and read 

through chapter 26. Then briefly 
give your class the story of David’s wan- 
derings and adventures. 

Saul felt sure by this time that Da- 
vid was the “man after God’s own heart” 
who had been chosen king, and for this 
reason he spent all his time and thought 
trying to kill David. Poor miserable 
Saul! He should have known better. But 
his disobedience had driven the Spirit of 
God from his heart, and the evil spirit 
that troubled him’ led him to do many 
foolish, cruel things, ~ 

Jonathan met David secretly and told 
him of Saul’s purpose to kill him. The 
two friends had a long talk together and 
again promised to love each other always. 
Then David. became a wanderer, continu- 
ally hiding from Saul. 

Once a priest gave David some bread 
and the sword that had belonged to Go- 
liath. When Saul heard of it he had all 
of the priest’s family killed except one 
son, who got away and wandered about 
with David. 

David's father and mother and brothers 
joined him. But, as his father and 
mother were old, he carried them into 
Moab, the country of Ruth, Jesse’s grand- 
mother. David asked the king of Moab 
to let them stay there until he should 
know what God would do for him. 

From time to time brave, daring men 
came to David, until he was captain of 
about six hundred men. Once the Phil- 
istines came into the land of Israel, steal- 
ing grain from the people, and David 
and his men drove them home. But still 
Saul hated David and tried to kill him. 
Saul raised an army of three thousand 
men just to hunt for David. But God 
took care of him, and would not let Saul 
get him. 

Once David and his men were hiding 


in a cave, and Saul and a few of his 


men came into the cave to rest a while. 
They did not know David was there, and 
David’s men wanted him to kill Saul. 
David would not, because he said Saul 
was God’s anointed. But while Saul 
slept, David cut a piece from his skirt, 
and showed it to him after he left the 
cave. Saul wept when David spoke to 
him, and said he would not try to kill 


‘David any. more. But it was not. long 


until he and his soldiers were out hunt- 
ing again, just as if they were hunting an 
enemy, The children will. be glad to tell 
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= the story given in this week’s fesson. 
his time they will find that Saul and his 
three thousand picked men came into the 
wilderness to find David, and came near 
where he and his men were; but did not 
find them. David and one of his men 
went te Saul’s camp; and this man wanted 
to kill Saul, but David would not let him. 
You see, David had God’s sure promise 
of the kingdom, and he waited God's time. 
This was a great lesson he had learned. 
David took Saul’s water cruse and his 
spear, and went up on a hillside, and 
called to Saul to send fory’aem. Saul 
knew David’s voice, and spoke very lov- 
ingly to him. He asked him to come 
home, promising not to harm him any 
more. 

But David and his men seem: to have 
forgotten how God had always taken care 
of them. So instead of staying at home 
and trusting God, they went into the land 
of the Philistines, where they. met with 
many dangers. Yet in all his wander- 
ings, David trusted in God and obeyed 
him. God watched over David and his 
men, and trained them into brave, daring 
soldiers to conquer the enemies of their 
country when David should become king. 

Point out to the class that David loved 
his enemy, and would not kill him be- 
cause the Spirit of God was in David's 
heart. David trusted in God to save him 
from his enemies, and through all those 
— of waiting he trusted God to give 

im the kingdom. 

Sing “Trust and Obey.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


“ 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. “When knighthood was in flower” — 
in David’s day. 


2. Knighthood _in perfect flower — in 
Jesus’ life. 











Basted deep in the heart of a girl 
romance is not dead, however little 
her words and actions may indicate its 
presence. She may talk pessimistic ma- 
terialism, like her elders and companions, 
but she will love this thrilling story of 
David’s knightliness toward a powerful 
enemy, unexpectedly placed within his 
grasp, and spared with a magnanimity un- 
equalled in his day. This spice of cour- 
ageous adventure will attract, if you draw 
a true picture of the daring deed he did 
that night in the wilderness of Ziph, as 
well as the flash’ of grim humor in 
Abishai’s pleading to be allowed to smite 
the sleeping king, “with the spear to the 
earth at one stroke, and I will not smite 
him the second time” ! 

And his enemy responded to such great- 
hearted chivalry, too, for the time being, 
as witnessed by his humble reply to Da- 
vid’s playful teasing after it was all 
over. But poor weak Saul could never 
hold any determination long enough io 
carry it through, and David knew this 
too well to surrender to his fair-sound- 
ing apology. So this fine bit of chivalry 
remained but an incident in David's life, 
repeated in kind more than once, but 
not becoming the established law of his 
actions toward all others. We cannot 
help loving him as we read of those oc- 
casions when knighthood truly flowered 
in his life, even as we grieve over his 
shameful lapses. 

2. But there came One, great David’s 
greater Son, in whom knighthood came 
to perfect flower, — the Lord Jesus Christ, 
How unfailingly he did what he con- 
stantly taught his followers to do—to 
love their enemies, blessing those that per- 
secuted them, doubling kindnesses toward 
those who exacted one, forgiving wrongs 
even to seventy times seven! 

Does one of your girls find it hard to 
forget (the only true forgiveness) those 
untruthful words that wronged her so 
unjustly? Let her remember how Jesus 
sent his first personal message to Peter, 
by name, after his resurrection — to Peter 
who had denied his Friend, and that with 
oaths, in His hour of greatest need. Does 
she feel entirely forsaken by those upon 
whom she thought she could count for 





genuine sympathy? Can she hear him 








446 * 


say to Peter, in that darkest hour of all, 
“Could ye not watch with me one hour?” 
yet without reproach, but only with a gen- 
tle excuse for the disciple’s human weak- 
ness? Have you a girl to whom life has 
dealt bitterly hard blows, at the hands 
of harder men? Can she pray with her 
Master, “Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do”? Yes, she can 
so treat those who wrong her if she will 
open her heart to Him who stands at its 
door and knocks, ready to empower her 
with a love that does love its enemies, 
even “to the uttermost.” 

Last of all, tell your girls the story of 
Eleanor Chestnutt of China. When on 
her way to death, at the hands of the 
Boxers, she bound up, with the hem of 
her own skirt, a wound made in the head 
of a small boy by a. stone intended for 
her. The boy, rapidly bleeding to death, 
reigned curses on this white “foreign 
devil.” Her Saviour may be theirs. 

Home Study 

How many words of Jesus concerning 
his way to treat one’s enemies can you 
repeat? 


Decatur, GA. 
bed 
The Sunday School Times’ books per- 


petuate the weekly message. A descrip- 
tive list sent on request. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Say s Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Grim humor, 

Discussion: Let the fellows name the 
various ways in which restraint may be 
practiced, to yield rich dividends later. 


Objective: Giving God the reins. 














AY, fellows, if it had not been such 
serious business I think David would 
have smiled (maybe he -did!) when 
Abishai said: “I will not smite him 
the second time.” .Abishai was itching 
to drive his spear into the vitals of the 
sleeping Saul. With unerring aim he 
would once for all rid his beloved mas- 
ter of his one deadly enemy. “God hath 
delivered thine enemy into thine hand 
this day” was Abishai’s subtle sugges- 
tion. A less magnanimous soul than 
David’s would have yielded to the prop- 
osition. Here was a way out. The deed 
would be done by another. Just a nod 
from David and his pursuer would ex- 
oad on the point of Abishai’s loyal spear. 
aul would never know what hit him. 
Moreover, David's position would be at 
once changed from that of. a fugitive 
to the throne of Israel. David knew 
all this. 

But, fellows, you will recall that back 
there at Bethlehem (1 Sam. 16:13) “the 
Spirit of the*Lord came upon David 
from that. day forward,” and that ‘ac- 
counts for the wisdom and the magna- 
nimity with which David rejected the 
suggestion of Abishai. Truly David was 
under guidance and control of the Spirit 
that night. It would have been a sorry 
turn if the king had been. assassinated 
by David’s henchman. It would have 
been a stain upon the shield of David. 
But David forbade it. Wisely he said: 
“No, Abishai; God shall be Saul’s judge 
and his executioner. It is not for you 
nor me. He is the Lord’s anointed. The 
whole matter is in the hand of the Lord. 
We will abide his time. I have committed 
my way unto him and he shall bring it 
to pass.” But David was clever, too. 
He let Abishai secure the evidence of 
his advantage; then with Saul’s spear 
and cruse iti his hands he called out from 
the neighboring knoll. 

Saul was quick to see what had hap- 
pened, and for the moment it took all the 
spite and pride out of him. “David, I’m 
a cheap skate; you have showed the 
true kingly spirit; you are going to win 
this fight, for. you deserve to win!” To 
the end of David's life he never ceased 
to reap satisfaction from that victorious 
moment. He soared away up yonder in 
the rarified atmosphere of waiting on 
God 


Fellows, you cannot do better here than 
turn to the Thirty-seventh Psalm and 
read the whole of it in the light of this 
spear and cruse incident. Surely David 
must have had it in mind when in later 
years he wrote this Psalm. Almost every 
verse seems to refer to it. Read it 
slowly and carefully. You will get one 
of life’s biggest lessons. It is the les- 
son of suspended judgment, of restrained 
passion. It is the food that makes a 
magnanimous soul, and prepares us for 
delights beyond the imagination. 

“How excellent is thy. lovingkindness, 
O God! therefore the children of men 
put their trust under the shadow of 


thy wings. They shall be abundantly 
satisfied with the fatness of thy house; 
and thou shalt make them drink of the 


river of thy pleasures” (Psa. 36:7, 8). 
Greenssoro, N. C, 


3 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the fesson of July 31) 
1. Envy. 


2. Because the people praised David more 
highly than Saul for the victory over the 
Philistines. 

3. Jonathan’s own nobility of spirit. 
forgets self in the exaltation of another. 

4. See 1 Samuel 14. 

s. When a friend can rejoice, genuinely, in 
the advancement of his friend above himself ] 


This 





he is a friend indeed, especially "when such 
advancement is a reversal of the expected 
and natural order of things. Jonathan so 
rejoiced over David’s rapid increase in popu- 
larity with the army and the people, even 
though he saw his own kingship vanishing 
thereby. 


6. Because, although he was the king’s son 
and by right of inheritance would be ex- 


| pected to be the next king, still: he was will- 
| ing for David to have the kingdom. 


Per- 
haps, too, Jonathan loved and trusted God 
enough to believe that God’s way was best. 

7. Risking his life with his father to plead 
for David. 


8. Jonathan must have been torn between 
the two. great loyalties of his life — loyalty 
to his own father and loyalty to his beloved 
friend; yet he met this conflict with such 
true nobility that he remained perfectly true 
to each with no compromise of his own honor. 


g. When Saul attempted to take David's 
life, Jonathan defended his friend with strong 
words, and actions of fierce anger (1. Sam. 
19 : 1-73 20: 30-34), even at the risk of his 
very life; not to mention his future kingdom, 
as his father so plainly reminded him, Yet 
he never fer one hour deserted his father’s 
cause, but used his splendid ability to help 
preserve his kingdom, and died fighting by 
his side (1 Sam. 31; 2 Sam. 1). 

10. David called himself, “thy servant,” in 
speaking of himself to his princely friend (1 
Sam. 20:8) and bowed as to a _ superior, 
when meeting Jonathan, even in the hour of 
their parting in the archery field (« Sam, 
20 : 4.4. 

11. He wrote a memorial song for his friend, 
commanding that all the childrén of his peo- 
ple learn it “by heart’? (2 Sam. 1 : 19-27). 

12. He was able only to do so indirectly. 
After he was established on his throne he 
made search for Jonathan’s crippled son in 
order to show him kindness, for his father’s 
sake (2 Sam. 9). 

13. Love, freedom from envy, 
timelessness, and the like, 


14. The Lord Jesus Christ. 
1s. As intercessor. 


sacrifice, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





August 14. Modern Prejudices to Be Over- 
come. Acts 10 : 34, 35. 
August 21. The Goodness and Power of God 
Revealed in Nature. Psa. 19: 1-6, 
August 28. Why Is Missionary Work Needed 
in a Christian Country? Isa. 55: 1-7. 
September 4. The Use and Abuse of the 


Tongue. Jas. 3: 1-18 (Consecration 
meeting.) 
Sunday, August 7 


What Does the Bible Reveal about God? 
(Gen. 1:1; 1 John 4:16) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—God, the Creator (Gen. 1 : 1). 
Tues.—God, the Father (Matt. 6:9). 
Wed.—God, the Judge (Rev. 20: 11-15). 
Thurs.—God, the Lover (John 3: 16). 
Fri.—God, the Merciful (Psa. 103 : 4). 
Sat.—God, the Unexplored (Psa. 139 : 1-18). 





I sane Eateries erin yn ete nane 








What is the Bible’s revelation of God’s love? 
What does the Bible say about. God’s justice? 


What is the Bible teaching about God’s 
fatherhood? 


R. RICHARD NEWTON once told 

of two gentlemen who were riding 
together. As they were about to separate 
one of them said to the other, 

“Do you ever read your Bible?” 

“Yes, but I get no benefit from it, be- 
cause, to tell you the truth, I feel that 
I do not love God.” 

“Neither did I,” replied the other, “but 
I found from the Bible that God loves 
me. And he loves you, too, my friend.” 

This was something that that gentle- 
man had never thought of before. He 
began to read the Bible as he had never 
read it. = 


Truly “we love him because he first 
loved us and gave himstlf for us,” and it 
is the Bible’s great message, from cover 
to cover, that God, who created us, loves 
us so much that he was willing to give 
the most precious thing that he had, even 
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his only Son the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
order that we might, through his shed 
blood, not perish but have everlasting life. 

The Bible helps us to comprehend, in 
so far as our human understanding can 
grasp, the marvel and the depth of Gad’s 
love. When we follow through from Gen- 
esis to Revelation. the story of man’s 
failure, and his. willfulness, rebeilion and 
hatred toward God, we see ever, in shin- 
ing contrast, the matchless, patient, yearn- 
ing, forgiving love of God the Father, as 
he seeks again and again to. turn man 
from his downward course-to destruction 
into the path that leads to eternal life 
and happiness. 


But God’s Word reveals to us. more 
than his love for man. It tells us of 
his holiness, his righteousness, and his 
justice. “For I am the Lord that bring- 
eth you up out of the land of Egypt, to 
be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, 
for I am holy” (Lev. 11:45). “There 
is none holy as the Lord: for there is 
none beside thee: neither is. there any 
rock like our God” (1 Sam. 2:2). “Re- 
joice in the Lord, ye righteous; and give 
thanks at the remembrance of his holi- 
ness” (Psa. 97:12). “Doth God pervert 
judgment? or doth the Almighty pervert 
justice?” (Job 8:3.) “Therefore hearken 
unto me, ye men of understanding: far 
be it from God, that he should do wick- 
edness; and from the Almighty, that he 
should commit iniquity” (Job 34:10). 
“For the righteous Lord loveth right- 
eousness ; his countenance doth behold the 
upright” (Psa. 11:7). “He loveth right- 
eousness and judgment: the earth is full 
of the goodness of the Lord” (Psa. 33: 
5). “And I heard another out of the 
altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, 
true and righteous are thy judgments” 
(Rev. 16:7). 

It is well for us to remember that 
while God in his infinite love has pro- 
vided this present day of grace, wherein 
man may accept his provision through 
the Lord Jesus, yet in his holiness 
and righteousness he has also ordained 
a day of judgment when all who have 
refused his gracious and loving provision 
must give an account and pay the penalty 
of sin, eternal death and separation from 
God. Let us not forget that to the one 
who freely gave himself a ransom for 
many has been committed all judgment 
by the Father (John 5:22, 27; Acts 10: 
42; Rom. 2:16). Man has the privilege 
of accepting Christ as his Saviour now, 
his failure to do so means that he must 
accept him as his Judge before the great 
white throne (Phil. 2:10, 11). 

we 

We sometimes hear people say that a 
loving God and Father will not punish 
his children, and that the references in 
the Bible to the coming judgment and 
eternal punishment are but man’s crude 
idea of God. The Bible, however, does 
not say that God is the Father of all. 
It tells us plainly that the second person 
of the Godhead, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
is the Creator of all (John 1:3; Col. 
1:16; Heb. 1:10). It tells us that all 
things “hang together” by his power (Col. 
1:17 and Heb. 1:3). But men become 
the children of God only by the new birth. 

Man lost his sonship by spiritual death, 
as the result of sin. He regains his son- 
ship only by belief in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by being born again into the 
family of God. “But as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God” 
(John 1: 12, 13); “Now therefore ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God” (Eph. 2:19); “Be- 
hold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
ibe called the sons of God: therefore the 
world knoweth us not, because it knew 
him not” (1 John 3:1). 

we 


One thing will be increasingly clear to 
us, if we study the Word, that unregen- 
erate man has no claim upon God, that 
through sin he has forfeited every right 
to receive anything from God but pun- 





ishment and eternal death, that it is only . 
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Lessen for August 7 
1 Samuel 26 


‘through .God’s sovereign grace that he 


is saved. . Let us refer any, who would 
try to tell us that God’s love will not 
permit him to punish his creatures, to 
the first chapter of Romans where man’s 
true position before God may be seen. 
Let us remember that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who gave us such a clear revela- 
tion of the Father’s love, also gave us 
the most terrible picture we have in the 
whole Word of eternal punishment (Mark 
9: 43-48). ~ 


What does the Bible’s revelation of God’s 
leve mean to me? 


How am I letting his love overflow through 
my life into others? 


Am I cenducting myself as a son of God? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Pastor Lamb in America 


HE Rev. William Lamb, for fifteen 
years pastor of the Burton Street 
Baptist. Tabernacle, of Sidney, Australia, 
is making a speaking tour of America. 
His principal theme is the Lord’s Return. 
As chairman of the Advent Testimony of 


Australia, authcr of a number of books: 


on prophecy, and publisher of the Advent 
Herald, Mr. Lamb is keenly interested in 
awakening the church to the signs of the 
times. He will be in America about four 
months, his itinerary Laving been arranged 
by the Prophetic Testimony of Philadel- 
phia in co-operation with P. W. Philpott, 
D.D., of the Moody Memorial Church of 
Chicago. Conferences so far arranged 
are: 

July 24—First Baptist Church, Pontiac, 
Michigan. 

July 29-31.—Erieside Bible Conference, Wil- 
loughby, Ohio. 

August 2-7.—Canadian Keswick, Muskoka, 
Ont., Canada. 

August 11-14.—Hamilton, Ont., Canada. 

August 16-25.—North Shore Congregational 
Church, Wilson “Avenue and Sheridan Road, 
Chicago, care of Pastor J. C. O’Hair: 

August 28 to September 5.—Ocean City, New 
Jersey; under the auspices. of the Moody 
Bible Institute. 

September 6-14.—Baltimore, Maryland. The 
Alsutt Memorial Methodist Protestant 
Church, care of the Rev. E. T. Kirley, Chester 
and Lombard Streets. 

September 25 to October 4.—Harrisburg, Al- 
lentown, Reading, and Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 
Address Mr. W. G. Hean, Harrisburg, Pa., for 
information. 


A few dates are still open, and if any 
desire the services of Mr. Lamb, the Sec- 
retary of the Prophetic Testimony will be 
glad to answer inquiries, Please address 
Mr. Russell T. Smith, 133 North 13th 
St., Philadelphia. 


Ghe Sanday School Gines 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and Seuth American countries. 
These rates include postage. 7 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 








‘separate addresses or in a package to ene 


address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than tne postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. * 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.<5 a year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031: Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Red Lady’s Funny Egg 
By Lillian E. Andrews 


& ERCY,” cried‘Susy Arnold, in sud- 
den dismay, “if Red Lady hasn't 
mace up her mind to set again!” 

Close behind Susy, her cousin, Morris 
Leonard, peered inte the interior of the 
big comfortable hen house. Most of the 
nests were deserted. The hens had fin- 
ished their laying for the day, and big 
brown eggs nestied in the clean straw. 
But on one nest sat a great red hen. She 
had the brightest eyes and the strongest 
bill Morris had ever seen. Instead ef 
getting peaceably off the nest when Susy 
approached her, she just settled closer. 

“Crrt,” she said sharply, “errt, crrt!” 

“T can’t hclp it, Red Lady,” said Susy, 
firmly. “You have got to come off. 
Mother doesn’t want to set you again this 
year, It’s getting too late to raise any 
more chickens this season. Anybody 
would think you ought to know that your- 
self, but you don’t seem to. Now get 
off and let me see how many eggs are 
under you.” 

Red Lady gave another stubborn “Crrt.” 
Gently Susy took her by the wing, and 
pulled her from the nest. Red Lady’s 
bill shot out, and there was a bright red 
mark on Susy’s hand. Then, with a great 
cackling that filled the yard with noisy 
clamor and set all the other hens to 
squawking nervously, Red Lady rushed 
out of the hen house. 

“Does she- always act like that?” asked 
Morris, as Susy bent down and began to 
take the eggs and put them in her apron. 

“Yes,” said Susy. “Sometimes she 
pecks me two or three times. Once she 
really drew blood, though usually she 
leaves only a red mark that smarts. But 
the worst thing about her setting is that 
she never knows -when to stop. She wll 
stay on the nest weeks and weeks and 
keep all the other hens off of it. And 
when you throw her off, she just acts as 
she did now. She screams and screams 
until she has all the other hens cackling 
and screaming, too.” 

Mrs. Arnold was quite as displeased as 
Susy when she learned that Red Lady 
had made up her mind to hatch another 
brood of chickens. 

“If it were a little earlier, I would let 
her have some eggs just to keep her 
quiet,” she said, “but August is altogether 
too late in this climate. I shall have to 
shut her up.” 

For a few days Red Lady remained in 
the little coop where Mrs. Arnold. placed 
her. But she sat down on the floor of 
the coop all the time just as if she were 
covering eggs, and the moment she was 
allowed her liberty she went straight back 
to the hen house and took her old posi- 
tion on the nest, driving off a peaceable 
white hen that wanted to lay an egg. 

“Some folks dip setting hens in a big 
tub of water, and some shut them in lit- 
tle cramped coops, so they can’t take any 
comfort,” Susy told Morris, “but mother 
never does anything like that. She says 
Red Lady isn’t really to blame for want- 
ing to set at the wrong time, even if she 
is dreadfully troublesome.” 

Morris was thinking fast. “T’ll try 
watching the nest and pulling her off until 
she gives up setting,” he told Susy. And 
he did. Nearly all day he watched the 
hen house, and as soon as Red Lady got 
on the nest, he lifted her gently off. Red 
Lady cackled and cackled, but every time 
she thought Morris was gone, back to the 
nest she went. 

“It doesn’t do a bit of good to keep 
lifting her off,” Morris told ‘Susy at last, 
“and it disturbs the other hens, she makes 
so much noise. If I put some small stones 
in the nest instead of eggs, I wonder if 
she would dislike those so much that she 
would stop setting.” 

He brought several smooth stones and 
put them in the nest. At first Red Lady 
eyed them a little doubtfully, but pres- 
ently she seemed to decide that they must 
be eggs, so she sat down on them. Mor- 
ris was vexed, but he would not give up. 





Then all at once he had a new idea. Into 
the house he scampered. 

“Aunt Mary, may I have Uncle Allen’s 
big silver watch?” he asked. “I’ll put it 
down in the soft straw in Red Lady’s 
nest and-see what she will do.” 

Mrs. Arnold laughed, but she wound 
up the old watch and gave it to Morris. 

Lady can’t hurt it, anyway,” she 
said, 

Gently Morris slipped the big watch 
down into the straw. Then he stood back 
and waited. Red Lady sat very still. 
Then she cocked her head and began to 
look about her. A moment later she 
stood up and looked at the straw. She 
gave the watch a peck and sat down again. 
But her funny egg continued to tick. 
Morris could hear it, tick, tick, tick, so 
loud and clear that he didn’t wonder 
Red Lady was puzzled. 

Presently she rose again. This time 
she turned the watch partly over, as she 
would have turned over an egg. Susy 
and Morris watched her, and laughed as 
loudly as they dared to. Again Red Lady 
arose. Over and over she did this. As 
soon as she sat down, she would hop up 
again, She secmed to grow more and 
more fidgety. Never had she seen an egg 
like that. Its ticking drove her off the 
nest. With her feathers all ruffled, she 
stood locking at the watch. She was 
still standing near the nest, but not on it, 
when Morris and Susy looked at her 
some time later. She would get on the 
nest 2 moment, only to step off again as 
the ticking sounded close under her breast. 
That night when Morris and Susy wert 
to shut up the hens, Red Lady was on 
the highest perch. 

“T believe she’s cured,” said Susy. Red 
Lady said noth’ng except a crosser “Crrt” 
than usual, as if she could hardly forgive 
them for breaking up her plan to set for 
several weeks. 

“Do you think we could stop all the 
hens from setting in that way?” Morris 
asked Mrs. Arnold. 

Mrs. Arnold laughed. “Probably not,” 
she answered, “because hens are almost 
as individual in their habits and ways as 
people. But at least it cured Red Lady, 
and that is something to be thankful for. 
The old watch goes, but it hasn’t kept 
real good time for years, and I had 
thought of selling it for old silver. Now 
I think I shall keep it. Thank you for 
showing me how to make it useful, Mor- 
ris. Red Lady will soon be laying again, 
and I shall boil you one of her eggs each 
morning for your breakfast.” 


New Beprorp, Mass. 





TONY FJDROOK 


A school Prepares 


for boys || J forCollege 


A Christian preparatory school for boys 
stressing all-round development in an envi- 
ronment of high ideals and scholarly 

achievement. Prepares for all the leading 
colleges. Intensive work under college- 

trained teachers. Small classes. _ New 
$100,000 administration building. New 
chapel}. Other modern buildings on 35-acre 
campus on the beautiful north shore of Long 
Island. Indoor and outdoor sports. For 
catalog address the Principal, Box S, 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 


CHOOL 
Distinctively 
Christian 














Churches Need 
Trained Women 


Many opportunities await the trained woman, 
Pastor’s Assistants, Educational. Directors, Mis- 
sionaries. One, two and three year courses. High 
School Diploma required. Scholarships available. 
Central city location. For beoklet address 


Philadelphia School for Christian Workers 
Boz S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















MEN— WOMEN—®« opportunity. Sell 


“ men’s shirts, ties, hosiery, 
direct to wearer. Wholesale prices; big commissions 
weekly. Primo, 45D East 22nd: St., New York. 
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AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. Literature on request. 
A 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


Stagnation in Your 
Prayer Life? 


If so, there is help for you in “* A Suggestion for 

Developing the Prayer Life,’’ by Cliften_L. 

Fowler, Dean of the Denver bible Institute, This 
twelve-page booklet sent free on request. 


INST: TUTE PUBLISHING COMPANY, Denver, Cole. 


YMNS from the Heart 


107 Inspiring Gospel Hymns by the 

World’s Greatest Hymn Writers: 
s, Harkness, Sankey, Gabriel, Tovey, 

ker, etc. Mrs. James La Edi 
Hooker Stadent Pans New Y ork and Posie. _ 
25¢ Each, $12.50 per 100. Returnable copy 
on request. 
Rev. J. H. LARSON, Lake Shore Drive, Lake Geneva, Wis. 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ ‘There is 
no other [like as well.”” Sample copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 


unnecessary. Details FREE. 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
































W HALK 
Ze, * 


A), 
" | Fy, 
t i r 
é= TVALKS 


BY ELLA N. WOOD 


Talks with Boys and Girls 


The author has been talking to Sunday-school 
classes for the past thirty years. Hers is a 
ripe, full experience, and her book is a most 
meritorious effort to make chalk ‘“‘talk’’ in 
Sunday-school classes, Tunior societies, vaca- 
tion Bible schools, etc. Mrs. Wood's pictures 
are in simple lines, such as the average teacher 
can make without Gifficulty. yet are capable of 
being made the vehicle for conveying any 
number of valuable lessons. The accompany- 
ing text is marked by its plain, unaffected Eng- 
lish, and, while crowded with valuable sugges- 
tions, need not be slavishly followed by teach- 
ers using the figures and outlines. 


$1.25, postage 10 cents 
May be ordered from 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


The World’s Unrest 
Visions of the Dawn 


By CHRISTABEL PANKHURST 


A significant study and analysis of world 
conditions pointing to the imminent return of 


Christ. 
$2, postage 15c. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Steet, . . Philadelphia 

















a ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by st-ting that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday Schoo} Times. 
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Mr. Boring has 


made your trip 
fo the HOLY 
LAN D ~Easy 


and Inexpensive 


F YOU join The Sunday School 
Times party on James Boring’s An- 
nual Cruise every travel problem will be 
solved. One fee (as low as $690) 
pays all expenses. 
Sixty-two'days of glorious relaxation! A chart- 
pee sik eee 2 a at 


sits 
Africa: i 1 All can be yours if you 
join The Sunda Ti 
Reon ase 7 Sch Tine ou oe Jee 


pias gprcheks yes to visit the lands you 
have about all your life. James Boring's 
Travel Service, Inc., has made it easy, simple, and 
Ole ee ir nat irs Gan to hotel accom. 
modations, trains, motors, or to see. An ex. 
tract from a letter from Mrs. W. B, Ankeny of 

ing, lowa, a member of last year's cruise 
party tells how simple and easy it really is. She 
writes ; 

**I am telling every one that it is as 
easy to > and to all the 
places sc led as to go from 
home to Chicago.”’ 

Our 1928 Cruise will sail from New York on 
Ecbramy 6. 130 The swift, new S. S. Doric 
of the ite Star Line has been chartered and 
congenial companions will fill the entire ship. 

F Our itinerary is most comprehensive. It requires 
62 days and includes Madeira; Gibraltar; 
Algeciras, Spain ; Algiers; Tunis and Carthage ; 
Malta ; Athens; Constantinople; Beirut, Syria; 
eleven days in Palestine and Egypt; Syracuse, 
Pr pap ag in Naples and Rome ; the French 
viera ; an opportunity to over in 
Europe to visit London and Paris. " 


| Send the Coupon 


Let us send you full particulars today. 
The trip you have always dronmned 
Se om of 2 Eeatione has been 
easy. e coupon now 

and learn all about it. 


eile te t e  e 2 2 2 2 ee ee 7 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
10 1 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 


[ am interested in the 1926 Sunday School Times 
Tour to the Mediterranean and Holy Land. Please ask 
seal . 
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Mr. Boring to send me full 








For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





~Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

oo! Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


A Comforting Paragraph 


HE following paragraph (which ap- 

peared originally in the Gospel Herald 
of Cleveland, Ohio, Feb. 7, 1925, and 
which may be read in connection with 
‘Saturday’s and Suwunday’s lessons) will 
doubtless bring comfort and assurance to 
some sorely buffeted soul: 

If Christ, the foundation of confidence, is 
denied, what ground is there for peace and 
contentment? It is Satan, and not God, that 
keeps a record of your sins and weaknesses. 
But, “Blessed is the ‘man to whom the 
Lord will not impute sin” (Rom, 4:8). God 
remembers them no more. His records 
against us are destroyed. Christ died; who 
can condemn? ... The blood-stained door- 
posts secured the safety of the Israelites, 
whether they were at ease or not. If their 
faith reached to the extent of applying the 
blood, the death angel pasced over. See 
Exodus 12; 13; 1 Corinthians 5:7. 


Satan’s accusations against the believer 
on account of the latter’s past sins be- 
come at times almost terrific, but in the 
death of Christ the record against us 
was destroyed, and therefore, “Who is 
he that condemneth?” Whoever he be 
(he is not God), his “Condemnation” is 
completely annulled by God’s “no con- 
demnation” (Rom. 8:1). Satan’s con- 
demnation therefore is without fouwnda- 
tion. This applies to sins confessed and 
put entirely away. Complacent continu- 
ance in sin is prima facie evidence of 
an unregenerate state. In the case of the 
believer, if confidence is destroyed and 
unrest is enthroned, it is apparent that 
Satan has more influence over the believer. 
than has God. To believe Satan’s lie 
produces disquietude; to believe God's 
truth insures peace and rest. Which 
do you believe? 


August 1 to 7 
Mon.—1 Samuel 26 : 1-6. Saul Pursuing David. 


David’s wanderings, Samuel’s death, 
David’s mercy to Saul at Engedi, also 
his marriage to Abigail have all oc- 
curred since last week’s narratives. And 
now Saul is again pursuing David. The 
human heart has ever been the same. Even 
a little sin, unless dislodged, leavens and 
finally lays low the whole man. 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
Bible Lands Gospel Mission (Vartan At- 
chinak, General Director, 113 Phlton 
Street, New York City). Pray for the 
Russia Evangelization Society (Norman 
J. Smith, General Secretary, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City). Each of these 
organisations is doing an excellent work. 
(Read also Sunday’s Prayer Suggestions.) 


Tues.—1 Samuel 26: 7-14. David Spares Saul. 


The David of verses 9 and 10 is the 
David of Psalms 37 and 54. No man’s 
writings ever came forth from an ex- 
perience’ more abundant. “I know, 
therefore have I spoken.” Mere theory 
stands little show in the presence of ex- 
perimental knowledge. Are we as con- 
siderate of “the Lord’s anointed,” even 
his sinning anointed, as was David? 

Prayer Succestions: Continue much 
in prayer for the summer Victorious Life 
Conferences, at Keswick and elsewhere; 
also for the many Bible conferences which 
have been or are yet to be held through- 
out the country. Pray also for all evan- 
gelistic camp meetings, tent campaigns, 
and other open-air gatherings. 
Wed.—Luke 6 : 27-36. Loving the Enemy. 


Here is the practical test of 1 Cor- 
inthians 13. “If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his,” no 
matter what his profession or his out- 
ward practice. The love referred to in 
today’s reading has its root in the heart, 
the fruit of which is something wholly 
different from mere profession’s fruit. 





‘Praver Succestions: The distribution 
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of John’s Gospel is taking on increasing 
proportions. A Virginia pastor .who ts 
“praying for local and world-wide re- 
vival” has put out five -hundred copies, 
an Illinois correspondent, 1,290 copies, and 
many others varying quantities. Pray that 
this may become a nation-wide move- 
ment, 


Thurs.—Romans 13 : 1-10. 
Proper Regard for Rulers. 


If the Christians, who were under a 
pagan government, must be “subject unto 
the higher powers,” how much more 
should we be who are under professedly 
Christian governments! There is no sov- 
ereign power, “but of God.” Every other 
power is ordained, or permitted, by him; 
and is overruled for good to every true 
servant of his, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for “all 
that are in authority.” Pray for college 
students who are employing the summer 
months in an effort to pay their own way 
through school. Pray for your friends 
or neighbors who may be absent on their 
vacations. Pray that summer standards 
of morality may not be lowered, but ele- 
vated. , 

Fri—1 Samuel 26 : 17-25. 
Converting the Enemy. 

Are there not two classes of “the 
Lord’s anointed” in the world today, just 
as in Sauls and David’s day? Both his 
anointed: the one fleshly, the other spir- 
itual; the former not refraining, the lat- 
ter refraining, from “stretchnig forth the 
hand” against the other. Which class of 
“the Lord’s anointed” are you in, Saul’s 
or David's? 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: From a corre- 
spondent: “I have many young girls 
and a few boys in the city who have 
promised to read at least one Bible chap- 
ter daily, . Please pray for them.” Could 
you not get the boys and girls of your 
community similarly interested? Badges, 
prizes, and memorizing contests will help; 
but above all, PRAYER. 


Sat.—Psalm 91:1-16. Safe in God’s Care. 


“In the secret place of the most High”; 
that is, “in Christ” (see John 15:7; also 
Eph. 1). “In thy cleft, O Rock of Ages, 
hide thou me.” .He who abides in that 
hiding place is as absolutely secure a 
though he were in Heaven, else God's 
Word, and these verses, are not true> 
Any “all” (see v. 11) that has a single 
exception is not all, 

Prayer Svuccestions:. From another 
correspondent: “Salvation came at last 
to the dear friend-for whom we asked 
prayer, ... Her soul was flooded with 
joy and peace, a ger Son of His 
transforming power.” on’t cease pray- 
ing for your friend. Does Satan ever 
“take a vacation”? Not until his forced 
vacation of Revelation 20:2, 3. 


Sun.—Romans & : 31-39. God for Us. 


Read verses 28 to 30. Election, says | 
Scofield, is certain to every true believer 
“by the mere fact that he believes.” 
Couple with this statement verse 33; and 
with the latter, Paul’s question: “If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” Our 






election proves God “for us,” and if Om- 


a 





(Lessun for August 7) JULY 23, 1927 


nipotence be for us, nothing can prevail 
against us. 

PRAYER SvuGGestions: One hundred 
thousand Sunday School Times “ten-min- 
utes-a-day” intercessors through all of 
August; aggregating thre? million, one 
hundréd thousand ten-minute pertodst 
Will there be thirty-one, or more, such 
periods in your August? Oh, the power 
of cumulative pfayer, of untted prayer, 
of prayer “IN THE Spirit’! Will August 
be memorable in the annals of Heaven’s 
giving tn response to carth’s asking? Or 
your asking? ge 











A New Song Book 
Just Off the Press 
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SPECIAL PRICES IN QUANTITIES 
Order your copy today 


The Tabernacle Publishers 
83 Christie Street 
TORONTO, ONT., CANADA 


Price, 35c each, or 3 for $1.00, 

















BRONZETABLETS. 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
i (Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 











with 


$25.00 to #50.00 
EASY SPARE TIME PROFITS 


Sithepecinee, "Meds al the finest Lie-Kloth Grope B 

to fe the yn aper. 
Every package with your own initial nm Old En Kindly [- 
fill in the bottom line quantity of each initial wre. This is 
home has use for, and, with. our Sample Box, 
Cost 13c.; sells for 25¢. Sample box 25c. With every order of 25 packages sample . 
package FREE. 30 Days Credit, Carrying Charges Prepaid. 


CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL. NOW 
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GILLMORE BROS., Publishers, Reading, Pa. 
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